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This month HIS goes to the 
University of Illinois (in Cham- 
paign-Urbana) to learn how to 


engineer an evening of games. 


Faith Strengthening 

I wish to express my deep apprcciation 
to you for the very excellent bibliography 
which has appeared in the last issue of HIS. 
It will undoubtedly be invaluable to: me 
in the future in my pursuit of Christian 
studies and in the strengthening of my 
faith. It is what I have desired for a long 
time. 

In a barracks of atheists, agnostics, free- 
thinkers, and plain sinners I have long 
thanked God that He has prompted a group 
of brilliant, yet faithful and humble evan- 
gelical Christians to produce a magazine 
like HIS. Next to the Bible, it has done 
much to give me the courage to stand fast 
in the faith in which I firmly believe, 
through my own experience with the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


Fort Bragg, N. C. RicHarp C. GILBERT 


The Lonely Life 

I wandered down to the mail boat yester- 
day and stopped on the road to look around 
—the harbor, the hospital, the orphanage, 
a church, the village, mission house, and 
fishermen everywhere. I kept wondering, 
“Ts this real? Or is real life back home?” 
It’s funny after years of thinking of settling 
in a place like this to find ourselves really 
here and cut off from the rest of the world. 

Our life has settled down to a busy 
routine. The hospital is overcrowded, and 
Gordie is very busy.... 

The article in HIS last month (Oct. 
1946) entitled “Run Your School” had 
quite a meaning for us. We decided to adopt 
the hardest and most dangerous method 
suggested—that of being active in your 
school, or here, in our village, with a pur- 
pose. We know only too well the pitfalls 
and certainly need prayer. “Things I Know 


' Now” in the same issue, is also true. You 


can’t imagine the ache we have from lone- 
liness. God has called us here, and we ex- 
pected all kinds of troubles, but somehow 
we overlooked the lonely life... . It sounds 
foolish to be lonely, but we are lonely for 
real fellowship. ... 

I read somewhere that in describing the 
coast, one always uses superlatives. It’s 
true. This is the most beautiful, most 
dreary, most rugged, most lonely, but most 
fascinating spot in the world. We need 
help. Why not come and see? 

St. Anthony, Newfoundland 
Pat ANp Gorpon THomas 


HIS to South Africa 
We enjoy reading HIS and look forward 
to its regular arrival....Our work makes 
steady progress. We have eight full-time 
lady workers, while my colleague Johann 
Engela and I are honorary organizers and 
editors, etc. The way is steadily opening 
up among our medical folk for similar 
work. Do you think you can find me a 
January 1945 issue of HIS? I would be 
most grateful. 
Kempton, South Africa F. Grim, Hon. Sec. 
Nurses’ Chr. Fellowship 
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New Year’s Prayer: that magazine and readers be His. 


WHAT’S IN A NAME? 


By C. Stacey Woops, General Secretary IVCF 


a Is IN A NAME? For Shake- 
speare, a name—a title—meant 
nothing of abiding significance. For, 
after all, “a rose by any other name 
would smell as sweet.” 

Names become significant only 
when the character of a person bears 
out the name or when the name and 
character are from the first so inextri- 
cably interwoven that each contributes 
to the other. So “Daniel” applied to a 
fearful, undaring boy is humorous 
rather than fitting. 

And so with a magazine. “HIS” 
seems an odd name. Some, missing its 
significance entirely, have thought it 
suitable only for a magazine for men. 
Some have called it a sacrilege. 

Others have thought it the outra- 
geous claim of a group of sanctimon- 
ious egoists who assumed a divine 
imprimatur and approval not awarded 
to other Christian publications. 

Perhaps those who chose the name 
did so for want of a better one. But 
be that as it may, their desire and 
prayer was that the Lord Jesus Christ 
should characterize the message and 
ministry of this modest little periodi- 
cal, that the articles should exalt Him 
and help others to know Him better, 
to be more firmly grounded in His 


Word, and to enjoy the fullness of His 
blessing. Their ambition for Inter- 
Varsity students and other readers of 
HIS was that they should become 
more completely the Lord’s in an 
experimental way. 

Their hope and prayer was—and 
still is—that HIS readers might be 
truly His. First, that their primary 
and essential loyalty should be not to 
any organization, any denomination, 
any creed, but to a Person—the Lord 
Jesus Christ. And not Christ of any 
human ideal or any human plan but 
only to the Christ of reality, who is 
Christ according to the Scriptures. 

But more than this, that the readers 
of HIS might so grow up into Him that 
they should become Christ-like, that 
they might have the mind of Christ, 
that Christ might dwell in their hearts 
by faith, that Christ might be magni- 
fied in their bodies. 

And so HIS is a hope, a prayer, and 
a claim of faith for its readers. 

And now 1947—and a New Year. 
For the editors of HIS it brings the 
same prayer, but a renewed depen- 
dence, a renewed dedication, a re- 
newed determination that HIS may be 
the Lord’s. 

For us it is a New Year also in that 








we welcome Virginia Lowell to the 
editor’s chair just vacated by Ken 
Taylor. 

It is with a sense of personal loss 
that the board and staff of Inter-Var- 
sity Christian Fellowship bid Ken 
Godspeed in the new ministry to 
which the Lord has called: the prep- 
‘aration—for Good News Publishers— 
of gospel tracts and other Christian 
literature in foreign languages. In 
leaving us, he goes to other fields that 
are “white unto harvest,” to continue 
his ministry in print. 

Under Ken’s leadership HIS has 
made great progress in quality, size, 
and circulation, but most important of 
all, in effective spiritual ministry. 
From time to time Ken has promised 
to continue his ministry to American 
students in articles contributed to HIS. 

Virginia Lowell has worked with 
Inter-Varsity for five years at the 


University of Illinois where she is 
completing a Ph.D. in English, and is 
teaching literature and composition. 
She serves as Graduate Adviser of the 
University of Illinois IVCF chapter, 
and comes to us with a background of 
editing University of Illinois publica- 
tions and over a year’s assistance in 
editorial work on HIS. 

To Virginia go our prayers, our 
enthusiastic practical co-operation, 
and our desire that this necessary 
character of HIS may continue, that 
its ministry may deepen as it extends 
that more and more university men 
and women may say truthfully ... 

“Christ! I am Christ’s, and let the name 
suffice you, 
Ay, for me, too, He greatly has sufficed: 
Christ is the end, for Christ was the 
beginning, 
Christ the beginning, for the end is 
Christ.” 
—from Myers’ “St. Paul” 


Catalog of Publications 


Now available at both the Chicago (64 
East Lake Street) and the Toronto (30 
St. Mary Street) offices is the new Catalog 
of Inter-Varsity Publications, an eleven- 
page booklet describing books, booklets, and 
magazines that every college student needs. 

Described are works on intellectual prob- 
lems like the authority of the Bibie, the 
reasonableness of the Christian position, 
the sovereignty of God, and the deity of 
Christ; there are books on Christian living 
which help answer the problems of worldli- 
ness, finding one’s vocation, observance of 
Sunday, keeping the Quiet Time; there are 
books on Bible study, witnessing, missions, 
and Christian doctrine. 





His, January, 1947 


As the introduction to the catalog states 
it: “Recent months have brought an in- 
creasing demand for an intelligent, yet 
practical approach to Christianity and to 
the various aspects of the Christian life. . . 
we are endeavoring to meet this demand. 
You will find that the books listed in this 
catalog are unique in intellectually mature 
perspective...that they are spiritually 
virile and true to the Word of God... and 
that they are intensely practical to your 
Christian experience.” 

Send a postcard today for a catalog— 
free. These books will make invaluable 
gifts. 


Vol. 7, No. 1 
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Let’s have a game party! 


By Louise Peters anp Fiona OFFNER 


HOSE JOFS IN THAT Bible study 
‘Eva are dopes. Why, they don’t 
do anything that’s fun!” 

If that’s the general opinion about 
your crowd, it’s high time you had a 
good game party. And even if that 
isn’t the opinion, it’s high time. 

Nothing is better than a rousing. 
laugh-till-it-hurts party to build unity 
among your members and to make 
outsiders feel like insiders from the 
start. Every party should have two 
goals: to give Christians and non- 
Christians an evening of fun that 
they’ll long remember and to advance, 
by one means or another, the cause of 
Christ. 

Some people can produce a terrific 
party in two minutes flat; but most 
people can’t. (In fact, nobody that we 
know.) Usually it takes some down-to- 
earth, beforehand work; don’t shirk 
it either, please, for it’s work that pays 
off. 

The first step in the preparations is 
earnest prayer that the Lord will help 
you to accomplish both aims in a way 
well-pleasing to Him. Get the Lord 
invited first off, and a good and profit- 
able party is well on the way. 

Usually a party should have a 
theme, but if you're tired of themes, be 


different and call yours ‘““A Party.” Be 
sure, though, that everybody knows 
what sort of an affair it’s to be, lest 
someone show up in a pink formal or a 
swimming suit when you thought it 
was a sweater and saddles evening. 
Don’t neglect the publicity. Some 
flashy posters—ones that an art stu- 
dent can dash off in a few minutes— 
will start your party off on the right 
foot. And don’t forget the word-of- 
mouth method; begin talking it up 
early; have something to say about it 
at every meeting for several weeks in 
advance; urge everyone to bring a 
non-member. (It usually doesn’t work 
to say that there’ll be no admittance 
for members coming without a stran- 
ger, but if you know your group and 
know they’ll respond, it’s a good idea. 
After you get a reputation for having 
good parties and the members know 
they’ll miss a good time if they don’t 
show up, try it.) 

Then there is the place and equip- 
ment to plan for. Go over the entire 
plan for the party several days before- 


To make a party successful down Cham- 
paign-Urbana (Illinois) way, they just in- 
vite “Beezie” and Flora, physical education 
majors who work on parties for the Lord. 
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hand to be sure that you have every 
handkerchief, cracker, baseball, and 
lollipop that the games require. It’s a 
good idea to have a prize for one or 
two games. 

Perhaps the most obvious factor to 
a successful party is a big variety of 
entertainment. So, in this planning 
stage, be sure to select more games 
than you can possibly use. Then too, 
choose at least one of as many kinds 
of games as possible: silly, mental, 
Bible, active, and so on. And use old 
games that you know are popular 
between new ones. 

It’s essential that you have one mas- 
ter of ceremonies, to be in the public 
eye the whole evening. (For one 
reason, when parties get rousing, it’s 
sometimes hard to get attention un- 
less everybody knows who’s the boss.) 
Then it’s best to have others in charge 
of the various games; each of these 
leaders must have a list of the games 


HOW DO YOU LIKE YOUR NEIGHBORS? 


Guests sit in a circle with a leader in the 
center. The leader approaches one guest 
and asks, “How do you like your neigh- 
bors?” He answers, “I like them both,” or 
“I like Tom but not Jane; in place of 
Jane, I’d like Susan to sit by me.” Imme- 
diately Jane and Susan try to exchange 
places before the leader can get either place. 
The person left standing is now the leader. 
A player may “like” either of his neigh- 
bors, or may even request two entirely 
new ones. 


in order, lest there be a pause. And in 
no case should there be any lagging. 
any last-minute conferring! The 
leaders should be chosen for their 
informality, friendliness, and enthu- 
siasm; don’t ever use a sour-puss! 

One of the biggest responsibilities 
of the master of ceremonies is to sense 
when an activity should be stopped. 
It takes experience to tell when the 
first person is going to have a mental 
flash that it’d be nice to do something 
else! But better stop before anyone 
wants to, than to let anyone be the 
slightest bit bored. 

A few suggestions more as you think 
your party through: Be sure to plan 
exactly how the group is to be organ- 
ized for each game: a circle, a line, 
standing, on the floor, or something 
else. If your crowd is large (say, over 
100), a “Singing Mixer” at the begin- 
ning will divide it into groups which 
will go through the list of activities 
separately, in round-robin fashion 
(i.e., several games will go on at once, 
with a leader in charge of one game 
during the whole evening). 

You will need to lay careful plans 
for the devotional part of the evening. 
Often singing provides a good bridge 
from the secular activity. College songs 
and camp songs are popular, and can 
be followed by such old favorites as 
“Old Black Joe,” “Swing Low,” and 
the “Battle Hymn of the Republic,” 
which lead easily into hymns. Of 
course the devotions must be especially 
well planned. Testimonies, if they’re 
not slow, are good—as is the recitation 
of favorite Scripture verses. Or have 
a speaker, but be sure he knows how 
long he is to have and what sort of 
a party will have gone before. 

Above all, be friendly—to every- 
body! Give your group a little pep talk 
ahead of time, urging them to pick the 
strangers when there’s a chance, to 
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LEGRAM 





Each player is furnished with paper and 
ncil. Have each write a telegram, the 


prds of which begin with the letters of 


ristmas, Valentine, Patrick, some other 
sonal word, or with the letters in that 
yer’s own name. 


talk to as many as possible. 
Now here are some games we like: 


ODD OR EVEN 
Give each person ten peanuts (kernels of 


| corn, pumpkin seeds), and instruct him to 


take some in one hand and then go around, 
introduce himself to someone and ask 
whether he thinks he has an odd or an 


| even number of peanuts in his hand. If the 


second person guesses right, the first for- 
feits one peanut; if wrong, the second 
forfeits one. 


BUMPETY, BUMP, BUMP 

Seat players in a circle with leader in 
center. The leader approaches a player and 
says, “Left! Bumpety-bump-bump!” or 
| “Right! Bumpety-bump-bump!” The player 
must give the name of the person to his 
left or right before the last “bump.” If he 
fails, he becomes the leader. (It is a good 
idea to call, “Everybody change seats” once 
in a while.) 








LEFT-HAND MIXER 

Each guest is given, upon entering, a 
sheet of paper and a pencil. He is instructed 
|to get as many autographs as possible, each 


lone to be written with the left hand. All 








introductions are to be acknowledged with 
left-hand shakes. The person with the 
longest list of autographs fifteen minutes 
later is the winner. 


SINGING MIXER 

Give each guest as he arrives the name 
of a song such as “Bicycle Built for Two,” 
“My Wild Irish Rose,” “My Merry Olds- 
mobile,” or some other old favorite. Not 
more than six or seven should have the 
same song. When most people have arrived, 
give a signal for each to begin singing his 
song, at the same time circulating to find 
the others singing the same one. When all 
groups have been formed, each decides 
how it can act out its song; after five 
or ten minutes of planning, each group 
appears before the others and acts the song 
until it is guessed. 


LOTTO MIXER 

Give each guest a sheet of paper marked 
into twenty squares and instruct him to 
introduce himself to twenty people and 
write their names in the squares. When 
this is done, have each guest in turn read 
one name from his sheet, As a name is 
read, each checks the square on his sheet 
where that name appears. The first to have 
four checks in a row calls “Lotto” and gets 
a prize. 


THIS 1S MY NOSE 

When players are seated in a circle, the 
leader approaches one and says, for in- 
stance, “This is my nose” (pointing to his 
ear). The player must reply, “This is my 
ear” (pointing to his nose), before the 
leader can count ten. Or the leader may 
say, “This is my elbow” (pointing to his 
foot); the player must then reply, “This is 
my foot” (pointing to his elbow), before 
the count reaches ten. If the player fails, 
he becomes leader. 


CAT AND DOG 

Two leaders are seated side by side in the 
circle of players. One of them hands the 
cat (a spoon) to his neighbor, saying, “This 
is a cat,” while the other hands the dog 
(a fork) to his neighbor, saying, “This is 
a dog.” The neighbor says, “A what?” 
Leader: “A cat (dog).” Neighbor: “Oh!” 
































FOLLOW THE LEADER 

Players are seated. One person is sent out 
of the room. A leader is chosen (within 
sight of all), who starts some action, such 
as Clapping hands or waving, all the players 
doing as he does. The person out of the 
room is summoned, and must stand in cen- 
ter of group (circle), trying to guess who 
the leader is. The leader changes the ac- 
tions, the group doing exactly as he does. 
When the guesser discovers the leader, the 
leader becomes guesser and goes out, and 
a new leader is chosen. (Note: don’t watch 
the leader too closely.) 































The neighbor then turns to the person 
next to him and says, “This is a cat (dog).” 
Third person: “A what?” Second person. 
turning to leader, “A what?” Leader: “A 
cat (dog).” Second person, turning back to 
third: “A cat (dog).” Third person: “Oh!” 
Third person turns to his neighbor, saying, 
“This is a cat (dog).” Fourth person, “A 
what?” Third person to second, “A what?” 
And so on back to the leader, who gives the 
answer, which is in turn repeated down the 
line. This continues around the circle as 
fast as possible until cat and dog arrive at 
the opposite leaders. Each time either is 
passed on, the question “A what?” must go 
back to the leader. 


MUSICAL DONKEY 

Players are seated in a circle. Leader in 
the center of the circle gives the name of 
an instrument to each player (trumpet. 
saxophone, violin, flute, harmonica, ’cello, 
or any others). If necessary, several may 
have the same instrument. The leader, who 
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is the donkey, approaches a player, with 
his fingers to his ears and waving his hands. 
The player immediately begins “playing” 
his instrument. When the leader begins to 
imitate the player, the player quickly 
changes his motions from “playing” his 
instrument to “wagging” his ears. The 
leader may change from donkey to instru- 
ment several times; if the player fails to 
start doing the opposite motion immed- 
iately, he becomes leader (donkey). 


SINGING STATES 

Divide the group into two teams. One 
team starts singing a song which contains 
the name of a state. When they finish, the 
other team at once begins singing a song 
with the name of some other state in it. 
No duplicates are allowed, and the team 
which cannot start singing immediately 
loses the game. 


ART THOUGHTS 

The players are divided into groups of 
not more than seven, each group being 
supplied with a sheet of paper and pencil. 
One member of each group goes to the 
leader who gives them the name of an 
object (typewriter, piano, kangaroo, and 
so on) or an abstract term (judgment, 
democracy. opposition). The representa- 
tives rush back to their respective groups 
and try to draw a picture that will tell their 
groups what the word is. The artist cannot 
talk or write words or in any other way 
assist his teammates except by drawing. 
The team guessing the correct word first 
gets one point. Each new word provides for 
one point, and a different “artist” is used 
each round; there are as many rounds as 
members of the groups. 


1 WENT TO JERICHO 

With players seated in a circle, the lead- 
er begins, “I went to Jericho, and on the 
way I met Absalom” or any other Biblical 
character beginning with A. The player 
to the leader’s left continues, “I went to 
Jericho, and on the way I met Absalom 
and Boaz” or another Biblical character 
beginning with B. (If one player cannot 
think of a character, the next player takes 
his letter. This prevents players from hav- 
ing too much time to think of a character.) 
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WHO AM I? 


The leader thinks of a Biblical character. 
He tells the group the first letter of the 
character’s name. Then any player may 
ask him a question, answerable by yes or 
no, about a Biblical character whose name 
begins with that letter. Example, Leader: 
“T am an A.” Player: “Were you Moses’ 
brother?” The leader then answers, identi- 
fying the person the player is thinking of: 
“No, I am not Aaron.” Another player: 
“Were you David’s beautiful son?” Leader: 
“Yes, I am Absalom.” If the leader is not 
able to identify the person the player is 
thinking of. that player becomes the leader. 


GUESS THE VERSE 

The players are seated in a circle with 
one out of the room. The leader gives each 
player one word of a familiar Bible verse, 
assigning the words in consecutive order. 
The player who has been out of the room 
returns, and standing in the center of the 
circle, gives a signal whereupon each 
player says his word. The player in the 
center attempts to recognize the verse and 
give the reference. If he cannot guess it 
in three tries, he asks various players any 
question; they must incorporate their words 
in their answers, The player who gives 
the cue to the verse leaves the room for 
the next round. 


BIBLE BASKETBALL 

The center circle is marked, a foul line, 
and x’s for positions of players and baskets. 
There are five or six players on a team. 
The referee asks a question of the two cen- 
ters (“tossing ball at center”). The first to 
answer correctly “shoots the ball toward 
the basket” by pointing to a forward on his 
team to receive the next question. The ref- 
eree then tosses a question for this forward 
and his guard. If the forward answers, he 
scores a goal and 2 points. If the guard 
answers, the next try goes to the 
forward he indicates on his team. 
Prompting by another player allows the 
opposing player a free throw for a possible 
correct answer, and 1 point. It is important 
that the referee have a well-prepared list 
of questions, as much depends on keeping 
the game going rapidly. The commercially- 


produced game of “Bible Lotto” contains a 
good collection of questions. You may need 
to use a time limit for answers, after which 
the ball*is considered out of bounds, and 
goes back to the center. 


Parties can make or break 


There is no music like the words of the 
non-Christian on the way home from a 
party, “Boy, that was the BEST party I ever 
attended!” But in order to elicit such praise 
from your guest, you must scrupulously 
avoid some dangers of Christians’ parties. 

Parties must not be snares to lure the 
non-Christian to a “revival” preceded by a 
few games. Be frank about your aims, but 
enthusiastic. Impoliteness bordering on 
mental cruelty results when guests are not 
informed what to wear, when Bible quiz 
games and unfamiliar choruses are fea- 
tured. This form of unconscious inconsider- 
ation leaves your unsaved guest feeling 
cold and left out. 

Watch out for “slow” parties that coin- 
cide with the night of the big prom. Sea- 
sonal outings are always safe—snow par- 
ties, hay rides, campfires—anything that 
is fun out in the open. If you must have a 
party indoors, make it informal, and make 
it fun! 

One intangible that often ruins the suc- 
cess of a party is lack of united purpose 
among the Christians, Think and pray 
through your purpose, so that all of you 
may pull together. 

Don’t let your social committee give the 
party alone. Get the whole group to pray 
and work for it. 

Your greatest danger is also your greatest 
oppertunity: the devotional period. As 
much prayer and preparation should go 
into this as into the remainder of the event. 
A testimony can be most effective if it is 
thought through beforehand, and if it is a 
true testimony, and not a sermon. Perhaps 
the most effective handling of this period 
is the use of a story. Preferably it should 
be the story of one whose life was trans- 
formed by Christ. Spare none of the de- 
tails . . . a good story often outlives a ser- 
mon. 

Make your party a long-remembered 
event. 





—By Jane Ho.iincswortH, 
Staff Member, IVCF 





Theology and exegesis are more than big words. 


What did God really say? 


By Merrit C, Tenney 


HEOLOGY is a very formidable word 
in many people who prefer the lux- 
ury of vague sentiment to the angular 
exactness of hard thinking. They feel 
that, as a librarian once said to the 
writer, “St. Paul spoiled the beautiful 
religion of Jesus by intruding a harsh 
and rigid theology into it.” Yet with- 
out theology there can be no lasting 
religion, for theology is merely the 
attempt to state our deepest beliefs 
systematically and logically, and to 
integrate them rationally. To the ex- 
tent that a man thinks rationally 
about God, he is a theologian. 

Since we are thus necessarily theo- 
logians of sorts, we might as well try 
to be good ones by thinking logically 
and by expressing our beliefs as co- 
gently as possible. Before we can do 
so, it will be necessary to examine our 
reasons for holding these beliefs to 
determine whether they are correct. 

Theology is the science of God, or 
the systematic formulation of what we 
know about Him. To have a real know- 
ledge, there must be a real being to 
know. 

Christian theology assumes the ac- 
tuality of the existence of God. God 
is for us not the Great Hypothesis; He 
is a living Person. If God did not exist, 
we might construct hypotheses about 


what He ought to be if He did exist; 
but a workable theology would be 
impossible. 

The assumption of the theistic posi- 
tion is that we are dealing with a per- 
sonality as real as ourselves, and not 
merely with our concept of such a 
personality. In knowing any person, 
we are dependent for our knowledge 
not only upon our observation of that 
person, but also upon what he pleases 
to disclose of his own desires and in- 
terests. Some disclosure, of course, is 
involuntary, since any person reveals 
much of his personality without defi- 
nitely attempting to do so. Such is the 
revelation of God in nature. Insofar 
as God can be known through science, 
the knowledge is valid; but such 
knowledge is external at best. It deals 
with results, not with purposes and 
motives. Beyond these casual disclo- 
sures of Himself in the world which 
is observable through the telescope 
and the microscope, God must reveal 
Himself voluntarily and personally if 
He is to be known by us as He really is. 

Such a revelation must be made to 
us within the framework of our world. 
We live in a space-time world, in 
which things happen in certain places: 
and at certain times. All of our think- 
ing is geared to this complex; any- 





thing outside of it is as incomprehen- 
sible to us as Choctaw. God lives in an 
eternal, world in which space and 
time are nonexistent. How can God, 
who transcends time and space, reveal 
Himself to us who abide within them? 

The only way that He can do so is 
by entering our world. When He does, 
however, His message becomes part 
of the space-time complex and a mat- 
ter of record. Does He speak through 
the prophets? Then His voice is given 
in the accent and outlook of the pro- 
phets’ days, and in figures of speech 
understandable to those who first 
heard the message. For God to speak 
effectively to men, He must speak in 
the terms that they understand. 

As soon as He speaks through word 
or deed, His expression becomes part 
of the historic record. The terms of 
God’s revelation are fixed by the age 
to which they belong. If they are to 
be made intelligible to a later day, 
they must be interpreted. 

At this point the place of exegesis 
becomes evident. The value of the 
abiding theological principles of God’s 
revelation of Himself in history is 
dependent upon a sound. explanation 
of the meaning of that revelation to 
any succeeding generation. That is 
what exegesis is, 

1. Exegesis, in its definition of 
terms, is essential to a correct under- 
standing of the revelation. 

Our theological vocabulary is large- 
ly drawn from the New Testament, 
which reflects in its language the reli- 





Dr. Merrill C. Tenney, Professor of Bible 
d Theology at Wheaton College, Whea- 
in, Illinois, was formerly a member of the 


‘ culty of Gordon College of Theology and 


issions. His doctorate is from Harvard 
iversity. He was ordained in the Need- 
m, Massachusetts, First Baptist Church 
1928, and was for several years pastor 
the Storrs Avenue Baptist Church, Brain- 
pe, Massachusetts. 


gious, social, and political life of the 
first century. A sound theology de- 
mands that the pivotal concepts con- 
tained in that vocabulary be correctly 
appraised by those who know Koine 
Greek, in order to avoid strained and 
incorrect meanings. For instance, the 
word redemption, which is invested 
with a wealth of personal and spiritual 
meaning, originated from the figure of 
liberating a slave by the payment of 
his price. Living as we do in a land 
from which slavery has been excluded 
for almost three generations, it is easy 
for us to miss the full connotation 
which the reader of the first two or 
three centuries would attach to this 
word, and consequently to fail of a 
complete understanding of it. 

Exegesis means that we can see 
events and teachings in the mental 
and historical perspective of the day 
in which they were written. Our theo- 
logical concepts will be shaped largely 
by our exegetical work. 

2. Exegesis is essential to a correct 
interpretation of revelation. 

The revelation of God is contained 
not only in isolated terms, but also 
in the reasoning that connects those 
terms into a chain of thought. Scrip- 
ture records for us argumentation as 
well as description. If the revelation 
gives to us the processes as well as the 
concept, we need exegetical method 
in making our conclusions, A given 
text is not a springboard from which 
we dive into the turbulent waters of 
personal speculation. It is rather a 
step or series of steps leading to truth. 
Exegesis makes the attempt to estab- 
lish the order and logic of the reason- 
ing, and to follow it through that we 
may think God’s thoughts after Him. 

To some extent, of course, theology 
will determine exegetical procedure. 
No man can escape having presuppo- 
sitions, nor can he escape from them 
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once he has them. On the other hand, 
a sound exegetical method will go far 
toward building our theology; for the- 
ology should not be prejudice, which 
is presupposition without thought; it 
should be supposition derived from 
revelation, by the exegetical pro- 
cedure. 

3. Exegesis is essential to a proper 
balance in theology. 

It is possible to go to extremes of 
doctrine along a path of logic. The 
age-old controversy of the sovereignty 
of God versus the free will of man is 
a case in point. Logically, either side 
may be carried to an impossible ex- 
treme, If the matter be treated on the 
basis of the scriptural usage and 
teaching, both will be found as recog- 
nized in the basic revelation. The exe- 
getical approach will help define the 
terms correctly, and will lead toward 
a proper balance of these two appar- 
ently opposing doctrines, if not to an 
actual reconciliation of the difficulty. 
Heresy more often springs from the 
exaggerated and unscriptural empha- 
sis of some truth than from the crea- 
tion and propagation of a palpable lie. 

4. Exegesis gives authority to our 
theology. 

If God has spoken, we are called to 


Bil whal does 


It is not correct interpretation of the Bible 
to make one set of texts contradict another 
set. This does not mean that there may not 
be two sets of texts that seemingly contra- 
dict each other but are really complimen- 
tary, relating to doctrines which are two 
phases of larger truth. 

An example is to be found in the verses 
in the Gospels which speak of the Lord 
Jesus Christ in terms of the Godhead. 
Alongside of these, there are verses which 
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interpret what He has said, though it 
may be in the vocabulary and action 
of a civilization and time distant from 
our own, rather than to create a new 
revelation. Once we understand His 
mind, we can speak firmly, “Thus 
saith the Lord.” Our utterances will be 
founded upon His declarations, not 
upon our inventions. 

5. Exegesis gives substance to our 
theology. 

A careful exegetical interpretation 
brings out the things that God has 
emphasized and makes them real. It 
provides concrete illustration for truth 
which would otherwise be abstract 
and speculative. It preserves essential 
principles that are eternal, which may 
have been expressed in terms that 


were geared to one age, and so were | 


temporal. 

We conclude, then, that the first 
necessity for the intelligent Christian 
is the ability to interpret the Word of 
God for himself by ascertaining the 
exact meaning of its expressions. If 


he does so by the patient study of its | 


text and by the illumination of the 
Holy Spirit, he will soon find that he 
is coming into the possession of a 
clear, reasoned, balanced, authorita- 
tive, and practical theology. 


Gad ccally say? 


show Him in the humility of a humanity 
which bears the marks of fatigue, hunger, 
thirst, suffering, and death. The two are 
absolutely contradictory if the Lord Jesus 
Christ is only man or only God. But the 
moment we see His nature, that of the 
unique God-Man. the only begotten of the 
Father, there is no further difficulty. The 
supposed contradiction is swallowed up in 
the divine harmony of the greater truth. 

—Donald Grey Barnhouse 





| 








on 


ym 
Ww 
Tis 
lus 


be 


¥ | IT CAN HAPPEN BER 


ion 
has 
ay 
uth | 
‘act 
tial 
nay 


hat 


rere | 


first 
tian 
d of 
the 
ae 
f its 
the 
t he 
fia 


rita- 


anity 
nger, 
) are 
Jesus 
t the 
f the 
f the 
The 
up in 
ruth. 
house 









ANY HAVE BEEN PRAYING that the 

Missionary Conference to begin 
within a few days at Toronto may be 
the most important meeting ever held 
in this country for the recruiting of 
missionaries. 


It is just over sixty years ago that 
the most important student missionary 
conference to date was held. In the 
summer of 1886 Dwight L. Moody 
invited college and university students 
from United States and Canada to 
Mount Hermon, Massachusetts, for a 
‘College Students’ Summer School for 
Bible Study.” Two hundred and fifty- 


one men came. 


Among those was one man with a 
missionary vision—Robert Wilder, a 
June graduate of Princeton. His par- 
ents had been missionaries to India, 
and he was eager to return to take up 
their work. Already he had inspired 
several small prayer groups at Prince- 
ton, though it had taken him ten days 
to get courage to speak to one about 
his soul. Already, too, he had led in 
the organization of the Princeton For- 
eign Missionary Society of young men 
who had pledged themselves “God 
permitting, to become foreign mission- 
aries.” And he and his sister Grace 
already had begun praying that a 
hundred might volunteer for foreign 
missionary service. 
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Mr. Moody had planned no mission- 
ary emphasis—not even one mis- 
sionary service. But Robert and Grace 
Wilder had prayed in faith. 

The summer school was to last a 
month, From day to day the two hun- 
dred and fifty-one men studied the 
Word and discussed theological prob- 
lems of the Christian life, as they 
swam, fished, and batted tennis balls 
... and somehow the missionary ques- 
tion soon began to be foremost. 

Finally, Wilder asked Mr. Moody 
if ten students could not have one 
meeting at which they would present 
the needs of ten different countries. 
Moody agreed, and “the meeting of 
the ten nations” was held. 

After that meeting, 63 of the young 
men of the conference had volunteered 
for missionary service, and by the last 
night of the conference there were 99. 
As these met in prayer for the last time 
together, the door opened and another 
young man joined their ranks. God 
had called 100. 

Thus began the Student Volunteer 
Movement which furnished more 
than 16,000 foreign missionaries for 
the Christian church. 

Are you praying for the Toronto 
Convention? And are you daring to 
ask God that it be the most important 
missionary convention this country 
has ever seen? 


Movies go io church 


By Sranuey E. Tayior 


2 gewan NO ONE pouBTs the effective- 
ness of the motion picture as a 
means of mass communication. Studies 
have shown the tremendous impact of 
Hollywood on the mental and emotion- 


al life of American youth. Its power as 
a vehicle of propaganda was adequate- 
ly demonstrated in Germany, where 
Hitler placed 80,000 projectors in the 
schools to dispense his Nazi doctrines. 
Its right to the teaching profession is 
guaranteed by its inimitable record in 
the United States Armed Services, 
where visual aids are said to have 
speeded training time by 40 per cent 
over that of World War I. 

Now that the war is over, this 
mighty genie of communication prom- 
ises to play a leading role in human 
affairs. Scientists are finding it an 
astute recorder of fact. Educators, 
overwhelmed by its speedy and indel- 
ible transfer of information, are re- 
ceiving it with open arms. Business 
recognizes it as a salesman without 
limit of territory or hours. The 
churches, also, are becoming aware of 
its potentialities. 
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Evidences of this fact are the num- 
ber of enthusiastic local, state, nation- 
al, and international meetings of 
boards, committees, and _ councils, 
where plans are being laid for its 
greatly expanded use in Christian 
work, Moreover, throughout the Eng- 
lish-speaking world, a host of new 
Christian producers and distributors 
are springing into existence. It appears 
that Hollywood itself may gear many 
of its films to the great potential mar- 
ket lying in the 270,000 churches of 
America, in contrast to the 17,000 
theaters. 

A nation-wide survey made by Film 
World indicates that 93 per cent of 
the churches plan to expand their util- 
ization of religious films. Already, 
according to William L. Rogers, exec- 
utive secretary of the Religious Film 
Association, Inc., more than 5,000 
churches have their own projectors. 


Stan Taylor expects to spend his life on 
this subject. A student at Northern Baptist 
Seminary, he is already manager of 
Church Photo Supplies of Hanna City, Ill. 
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Conservative estimates indicate that 
between 20,000 and 30,000 sound pro- 
jectors will be sold to the churches of 
this country within the next three 
years. 

Wide-awake evangelical Christians 
are becoming sold on the possibilities 
of the films as a medium for proclaim- 
ing the gospel. And for good reason! 
If mastery of subject matter can be 
increased by 18.4 per cent, if students 
can learn the material in less than 
one-fourth the time, why shouldn’t we 
want to utilize them? If they can at- 
tract a disinterested sinner and turn 
him to Christ, then we must consider 
them, 

Obviously, the evangelical faces 
some perplexing problems in connec- 
tion with the production and distri- 
bution of Christian films. 

First, the question of dramatic act- 
ing. Some Christians taboo its use in 
films altogether. Those who approve its 
use are faced with the problem of 
Christian or non-Christian talent. 

Recent productions indicate the 
variety of policies on the subject. “The 
God of Creation,” produced by the 
Moody Bible Institute, is a non- 
dramatic film using science as_ the 
cradle of its message. It provides an 
example of how an effective film can 
be produced without the use of drama- 
tics. On the other hand, several pro- 
ducers make an extensive use of the 
dramatic film. 

Such a man is C. O. Baptista of 
Chicago, noted for using only Chris- 
tian actors, since he doubts God’s 
blessing on the use of non-Christians. 
Producers, such as Church-craft, not- 
ing the scarcity of trained Christian 
talent, use professional actors, Still 
others require Christians in Christian 
parts. Almost all agree that an all- 
Christian cast is ideal. 


A second problem is finance. Some 
time ago the president of an eastern 
seminary stated that he was dubious 
as to whether films were worth all the 
expense involved. “Might not this 
same money,” he asked, ‘“‘be more use- 
ful in the mission field, the local 
church, or the radio?” Many Chris- 
tians have voiced this same question. 


In answer, Paul G. Kiehl of the Mis- 
souri Synod Lutheran’s Visual Edu- 
cation Service, producer of “The 
Power of God,” says, “No one had 
heard of laying out $50,000 in cold 
cash for a religious film—not even in 
Hollywood. The question is, did it pay 
off? If not a cent had been received, 
‘The Power of God’ amply paid off in 
the good it did, the souls it won, the 
comfort it brought, the help it gave. 
You can’t measure this by a dollar 
sign. But the film is also paying off in 
dollars and cents, Receipts met the 
cost of production and distribution at 
the $94,000 level.” (Film World) 

That films are worth all the expense 
and headache involved is seconded by 
C. O. Baptista, whose film, “The Man 
Who Forgot God,” has been known to 
witness as Many as 1,000 conversions 
a year. 

“They Live Forever,” a film dis- 
tributed by the Moody Bible Institute, 
is said to have witnessed something 
like 6,000 conversions during its first 
three years of showings. An’ even more 
effective evangelist is the Institute’s 
latest film, “The God of Creation.” 

The use of films in Christian Educa- 
tion also promises to return high 
dividends. Films add interest. Some 
Sunday schools using projected visual 
aids have reported as much as a 100 per 
cent increase in attendance, “It keeps 
interest at a high pitch,” says Rev. 
Friedrich of Cathedral Films, who has 
a visual-centered Sunday school in his 
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own home. “We have been receiving 
just one complaint. Parents say they 
are having difficulty getting the chil- 
dren to finish breakfast, so anxious are 
they to be off to Sunday school.” Not 
a bad complaint! 

Yes, there is little doubt but that 
the right kind of films are worth every 
bit of time, effort and money invested. 

The third problem is subject matter. 
What shall we put into our films? 
What about the use of Bible stories? 
Whether good or bad, this type of film 
is much in demand, according to reli- 
gious film distributors, 

We all agree that if these stories 
be put on film, they ought to be re- 
enacted with the greatest attention to 
accuracy. There must be no cheapen- 
ing or misrepresentation. Quite pos- 
sibly many people will form their 
opinion of the Word of God by what 
they see on the screen. 

Besides the Bible story film, there 
is the illustrated sermon, the Christian 
apologetic film, the missionary film. 
Add to these films on science, history, 
and Christian biography, fiction, and 
news, and you have a limitless amount 


“It was H. G. Wells’s tragedy that he 
lived long enough to have a second thought. 
All his life he had worked to warn and 
teach the human race and, within the limits 
of thought, to save it. At the end, he was 
forced to realize that his work and his hopes 
were wrong. Characteristically, with the 
last of the valiant, innocent optimism which 
had always sustained him, he blamed it all 
on the human race. Some people found his 






As H.G. Wells sae dd... 








of material through which to present 
the Christian message. 

The fourth problem is distribution. 
Today, outlets are often through sec- 
ular distributors, many of which are 
not well-known to Christians. Repre- 
sentatives of the producer are touring 
the country with some films. Good 
films are scarce—‘stills” being the 
most abundant. Because of demand, 
they are often difficult to book. Added 
to this, the advertisements of some dis- 
tributors are not always dependable. 
As a result, churches sometimes find 
their pictures to be anything but what 
they expected. Eventually, evangeli- 
cal Christians will be able to look to 
trustworthy evangelical distributors 
for their needs. . 

The final problem is that of the 
handling of the film in the local sit- 
uation, We must remember that they 
ought not be mere crowd-getters. Also, 
pastors and teachers should remember 
that films are not substitutes; they 
are supplementary. Their use requires 
careful planning. Used at random, 
they may prove not only useless, but 
also dangerous. 








last bitter utterances offensive, even 
cracked. Others found them unbearably 
pathetic, for there is no anguish to compare 
with that of a man who has lived on a faith 
of any kind and found it wanting. H. G. 
Wells was such a man, a great pietistic 
writer, set on fire by reason, not by God: 
but in his era, among the most devoted, 
eloquent, and honest.” 

—TIME Magazine 
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CRITICISM 


By Kenneru J. ForEMAN 


OU WILL BE JUDGED by the standard 
¥ you judge by.” (Matthew 7:2 
Goodspeed). 

If you live in the midst of human 
beings you are sure to be criticized. 
And if you are human you won't like 
it. No matter how much you may say 
you welcome criticism, what you gen- 
erally mean is that you would wel- 
come any other sort of criticism than 
the kind you get. 

However, it does come. Gently or 
roughly, kindly or cruelly, the critics 
will have their shot at you. Your in- 
feriors, your equals, or your superiors; 
your family, your boss, your public, 
your rivals, your customers—some- 
body is sure to think you less than 
perfect and will not mind saying so. 

How will you take it? 


Take it without hysteria 

Don’t get “steamed up” about it. If 
you are in public life—football player, 
class officer, club president, house 
chairman—being criticized is part of 
your job. This particular bit of criti- 
cism may be true or false, justified or 
not; but you can’t tell which until you 
stop breathing so hard and glaring 
through your spectacles, Get yourself 
together now. If you are in a lowlier 
position—waiter, elevator operator, 


janitor, practice teacher—criticism is 
part of your wages—or your grade. 
Didn’t you ever hear of “supervision”? 
If you have a boss—or a teacher—you 
have a critic, Criticism may be worth 
more to you than your pay-check. 


Take it without hatred 

Don’t leap to the conclusion that 
everybody who criticizes you, hates 
you. The person who loves you most 
dearly and has the highest hopes for 
you may be your severest critic. (And 
why not?) Indeed, the Bible teaches 
us that the One whose love for man 
is greatest, is also the One who never 
spares the lash. And even when criti- 
cism is inspired by hatred, jealousy or 
pure meanness, as it often is, it will 
do you no good to hate back. Even 
when it is inspired by your worst 
enemies, if all it does is to make a hot 
hater of you, then your enemy has 
had his way with you:' he has made 
you worse instead of better. 


Take it without humiliation 

Don’t feel crushed by unfavorable 
words, All good people, all great ones, 
have been criticized. You are no out- 
cast. If you were, no one would bother 
to point out your faults. To have failed 


Condensed from The Presbyterian Outlook. 





once does not mean you are a failure. 
You can hold up your head again. 
Take it without humiliation. 


Take it with humility 

To resent it means that you like to 
think yourself perfect. Well, you’re 
not. And as long as you think you are 
perfect and unimprovable, you will 
never be better than you are. God (as 
we know) is man’s severest critic; but 
the one class of persons for whom even 
God appears to have no hope is the 
kind of person who is too proud to 
admit the evil that is in him. You will 
never learn anything if you won’t be 
taught. You will never climb any 
ladder if you mistake the bottom rung 
for the top. 


Take it with honesty 

That is, look squarely at it. Don’t 
look the other way and try to think 
of something else. Look at it, analyze 
it. Consider the sources, for one thing. 
Maybe the critic really didn’t know 
what he was talking about. Maybe he 
has it in for you and would call you 
names no matter what you do, Maybe 


what he says is completely “off the 
beam.” Very well, then you can cheer- 
fully and honestly forget all about it. 
But if you are honest, you will be 
willing to admit that some of your 
critics do know what they are talking « 
about. They are experts, and have the 
right to judge. Their motive may be 
love for you, or they may be in love 
with perfection. Be thankful for this. 
The poorest friend in the world is an 
easy-going critic. 
Take it with humor 

Whether the critics are mean and 
unjust, or not, keep your sense of 
humor. It will not only cushion the 
shock of vicious detractions, it will 
help you see the rightness of a fair 
verdict against you. For humor, essen- 
tially, is a sense of detachment; it is 
the ability to get off and look at your- 
self, And if you have a true gift of 
humor no one else can ever seem quite 
so funny and absurd as you do to 
yourself, 

You may even learn, in time, to be 
that wisest of all persons, a critic of 
yourself, 


“Jo his own master he standelh”’ 


Sin becomes a problem when man meets 
God. Sins become sin in the sight of God. 
In the presence of the holy and righteous 
God the list of actual sins disappears and 
the sinner stands not with past sins on his 
hands but with present sin in his heart, and 
a “God, be merciful to me, a sinner.”’ upon 
his lips. But people today have no time to 
stand in the presence of God. And too many 
preachers are afraid to lead their congre- 
gations there. As a result, when any self- 
examination is done, man compares him- 
self to another fellow creature and comes 
through with flying colors. He balances his 


own strong points with the weak points - 


of the other man, and lifts his eyes in 
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thanksgiving to God. Using the wrong mea 
sure he can never come to the right results. 

As a sinner, man is wrapped around him- 
self. Luther discovered that always and in 
all things, even in God, he was seeking his 
own happiness, welfare, and glory. Selfish- 
ness mars the best human efforts and spoils 
the most sacred moments of human life. 
This is true not only when we succeed 
but also when we fail. Do we suffer for 
righteousness’ sake or for selfishness’ sake? 


‘Has not the thought of reward entered even 


into our longing for heaven itself? Have 

we not used all that is dear to us, even God 

Himself, to satisfy our selfish desires? 
—W. J. Kukkonen 





Scripture Union Notes supplement “This Morning With God” 


The world's largest Bible class 


By Maurice S. Furnr, Traveling Representative of Scripture Union 


‘es WHERE THERE Is a ready assent 
to the doctrinal position of “the 
unique inspiration of the Scriptures,” 
and little doubt expressed concerning 
such questions as “The Word of the 
Lord endureth forever,” “heaven and 
earth may pass away, but My Word 
shall not pass away,” the Bible in the 
hands of the average individual re- 
mains more or less a closed and mis- 
understood book. 


Having recognized this fact, the 
leaders of Inter-Varsity Christian Fel- 
lowship, with prayer-guarded vision, 
have linked their work and activities 
with the vision and proved labors of 
the world-wide fellowship of daily 
Bible readers of the Scripture Union. 
The Scripture passages for “This 
Morning with God” are taken from 
the Union’s selection of daily read- 
ings, 

Scripture Union was founded in 
Great Britain in 1879, to follow up 
the results of the missionary labors 
and evangelistic vision of an American 
named Rev. Edward Payson Ham- 
mond, From small beginnings among 
school children, there has been 
brought into existence—through the 
power of the Holy Spirit—a world- 
wide fellowship a million strong, em- 
bracing nearly one hundred different 
languages. 


The aim of Scripture Union is to 
promote the systematic daily reading 
of the Bible; following the Union plan 
insures a complete study of the Word 
of God in five years. Perhaps the 
unique characteristic of the Union is 
its emphasis on prayer for understand- 
ing before reading: “O Lord open 
Thou mine eyes that I may behold 
wondrous things out of Thy law,” 
and its stress that each member prayer- 
fully seek God’s blessing for his fellow 
members. This brings into the life of 
individuals the influence of the effec- 
tual fervent prayers of a million 
brethren throughout the world. 

Daily ~ devotional commentaries 
have been issued by the Scripture 
Union in small bi-monthly booklets 
since 1923 and have attracted the at- 
tention of thoughtful Christians in 
many countries. These provide useful, 
concise guides for daily studies and 
have proved the means of strengthen- 
ing individual and corporate Chris- 
tian witness. 

January first a new series of these 
commentaries, designated as “Senior 
Notes,” is to be commenced; these are 
designed to assist in the study of daily 
Scripture portions arranged according 
to subject, This new scheme includes 
the entire Bible with no omissions and 
will cover the Old Testament once 
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and the New Testament twice in five 
years. Beginning this month, “This 
Morning with God” will be based on 
these selections. 


The readings for the first year 
(1947) begin in Genesis, the founda- 
tion of the whole Bible, and continue 
to just before the story of Joseph. 
St. Mark’s Gospel is then read as a 
general background of the life of our 
Lord. Next comes the Book of Job, 
where the problem of suffering is dis- 
cussed in a patriarchal setting; Psalm 
73 and I Peter, which follow, deal 
with the same problem. Genesis is re- 
. sumed at chapter 36, and the story of 
Israel in Egypt is read, up to the giv- 
ing of the Law. Three Psalms describe 
and illuminate this history; and Gala- 
tians and James relate the Law with 
faith. The description of the Taber- 
nacle and its worship is followed by 
the Letter to the Hebrews, which ex- 
plains the truths foreshadowed there- 
in, Succeeding portions then deal with 
the ceremonial laws of the camp, and 
a Psalm describes the presence of 
God’s Ark amongst His people. The 
Gospel of Matthew gives more detailed 
study of our Lord’s life and His teach- 
ing concerning the value and mean- 
ing of the Law of Moses. The Penta- 
teuch is then completed, followed by 
three Psalms commenting on Israel’s 
pilgrimage. The year closes with the 
Psalm of Moses. 


The Senior Notes on these passages 
are the product of the consecrated 
scholarship of well-known contemp- 
orary English Bible teachers; they are 
expository and exegetical as well as 
devotional and will thus form a splen- 
did supplement to the comments of 
“This Morning with God.” 


Membership in Scripture Union is 
ten cents; an annual subscription to 
Senior Notes is fifty cents. Member- 
ship cards and the Notes are both 
available from the  Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship offices (64 East 
Lake Street, Chicago 1, Illinois; 30 
St. Mary Street, Toronto 5, Ontario). 
Twelve or more copies sent to one 
address are forty cents per year; 25 or 
more, thirty-five cents, 50 or more, 
thirty cents. 

In the year of its ministry with 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship 
the Union has added to its ranks over 
five thousand members, and the prayer 
influence of this great body of believ- 
ers is being felt in our work through- 
out the North American continent. 
Multitudes have well proved the im- 
mense contribution that the Scripture 
Union’s systematic daily reading plan 
has made to their Christian life. When 
the sincere milk of the Word has 
given place to the strong meat, as a 
greater understanding has _ been 
reached under the guiding of the Holy 
Spirit, lives which have been weak 
have grown strong in the service of 
the Master. 

Scripture Union has proved useful 
in the sphere of Christian witness 
when devoted servants of the Maste. 
have used it to introduce young con- 
verts to a practical method of daily 
study. The immense prayer support 
has brought into the lives of these 
young people who delight to read this 
Word in the secret place a fulness of 
blessing never before known. 

There is no doubt that the prayer 
fellowship of Scripture Union with its 
daily dependence upon the leading of 
the Holy Spirit and its faithfulness 
to the full written Word, can play a 
part in the life of every member of 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship. 
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God’s guidance and your life work 





Are you wondering if God is calling you to missionary work? God 
calls in many ways; this article may teach you how to listen.. . 


By Kennersa L. Pixe, Pu.D., a director of the Wycliffe Bible Translators, Inc. 


ors Gop want me on the mission 
D field? I am willing to go if He 
calls me.” 

In the following pages, note that at 
times God has called or guided people 
by affecting their consciousness; at 
other times by giving them good con- 
secrated judgment, There is scriptural 
evidence to show that each method 
constitutes a legitimate missionary 
call. 

Guidance by God's 
Direct Intervention 

God sometimes speaks audibly: Sam- 
uel, as a boy, heard a voice which he 
thought was a human one (I Sam. 3: 
6-7). God spoke to him directly and 


thus revealed His will. Such a com- 
munication seems to have been the 
normal pattern which God used with 
His prophets. The Word of the Lord 
came to them directly, impinging 
forcefully on their consciousness. 

Only rarely does this method of 
guidance carry over into the New 
Testament times. Where it does, it 
seems to have been used with persons 
who were thinking in Old Testament 
terms rather than in the light of the 
new guidance. So also Saul on the 
Damascus road heard an audible voice 
—though it was blurred to other ears 
(Acts 9:7, 22:9)—-when he was bound 
by the legalism of the old system; and 
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Peter heard a voice (Acts 10:13) tell- 
ing him to kill and eat, and to break 
from the circumscribed ring of Old 
Testament law; to give the gospel to 
the Gentiles. Philip, also, was told 
(Acts 8:26) to go to others than the 
Jews. But this type of guidance is not 
found so frequently among the Chris- 
tians of the New Testament as with 
the Old Testament heroes; the direct 
audible Word of the Lord is largely 
superseded as seen in the Epistles by 
inspired but reasoned statements and 
judgments of His will. 


For direct positive guidance by the 
Spirit, note how Jesus was led of the 
Spirit into the wilderness (Luke 4:1). 
The Spirit appears to have acted as 
an impelling force affecting His con- 
sciousness. That which may have been 
a similar impression or feeling of the 
Spirit’s guidance is seen when the 
Spirit did not allow Paul to go to Asia 


(Acts 16:6) or Bithynia (Acts 16:7). 


Some of the most precious experi- 
ences of one’s life may be the times 
when the Lord seems near, and His 
Spirit has guided one to act in har- 
mony with the Father’s plan. To feel 
led in prayer to speak to a soul—then 
to obey and have the soul believe— 
that is pure joy. So to be led to help a 
friend—then to find that the assis- 
tance. was desperately required—this 
too constitutes one of the great thrills 
in Christian living. Consider, how- 
ever, a parallel situation. John Smith, 
let us say, does not know the Lord. 
We are trying to evangelize him. Do 
we say, “John, you just wait until you 
‘feel’ the Spirit moving on your 
heart, telling you to believe, and then 
you believe’? No, we are likely to say, 
“John, it makes no difference what- 
soever what you feel; your feelings are 
not important; it is what God has 
said that is important; believe it.” 


Yet such a statement ignores the fact 
that the Spirit Himself beareth witness 
with our spirit that we are children of 
God (Rom. 8:16). It fails to show 
that our feelings are precious in 
this regard. Why? Because it is 
faith, the action of the heart in 
response to the Word, which estab- 
lishes the requisite relationship to 
God; the “feeling” of the Spirit’s wit- 
ness afterward is exceedingly pre- 
cious, but not an essential prerequisite 
to that action, even though some per- 
sons may be spurred onward to action 
by such feeling. In other words, the 
feeling of salvation may contribute 
to the assurance of salvation without 
contributing to salvation as such. So 
the impression of God’s leading in a 
missionary call is very precious, but 
the “feeling” of the call and the actu- 
ality of God’s plan and guidance must 
not be equated. 


If one begins the Christian life ‘“‘in 
the Spirit” (cf. Gal. 3:2-3) “by the 
hearing of faith,’—and not by any 
feelings as such—one should likewise 
continue following in the Spirit by the 
guidance of faith in the Word rather 
than being so foolish as to seek perfec- 
tion in feelings of the flesh. The test 
of spirituality in guidance, as well as 
in love of Christ (John 14:21) and 
abiding in Him (John 15:10), is in 
keeping His commandments—not in 
‘‘feeling:’ guidance, or love, or a state 
of abiding. As the precious manifesta- 
tion of the Lord to us may follow our 
obedience in faith (John 14:21, 
15:10), so the assurance of our guid- 
ance may at times follow, rather than 
precede, our actions in faith. 

When God does not choose to give 
consciousness of guidance, does the 
Scripture give precedent for any ac- 
tion whatsoever? Sometimes one may 
be tempted to long for the days when 





an audible voice left no doubt as to 
the letter of God’s will. In retrospect 
this appears simpler than having to 
use one’s judgment. Unfortunately we 
may wish to use this as an excuse to 
escape the responsibility of having 
to decide what is God’s will. Or must 
one stand still and do nothing? As the 
next paragraphs will attempt to point 
out, there exists strong scriptural 
precedent for a deliberate choice of 
one’s path under His guidance. 
Guidance by 
Enlightened Understanding 

When Paul prayed for his converts 
and so set the pattern for us, he prayed 
that they might “be filled with the 
knowledge of His will in all spiritual 
wisdom and understanding” (Col. 


1:9). He did not pray that they might 
‘feel led” to enter the path in which 
God wished them to walk. As the 
human response to God in man’s 
struggle for highest obedience, great- 
est spiritual power and most mature 


growth, Paul urged the exercise 
of the sanest type of intelligent 
appreciation of God’s desires. He 
wanted men not to be blindly “fool- 
ish” but to “understand what the will 
of the Lord is” (Eph. 5:17). From the 
earlier method of hearing the audible 
voice of God, the norm for guidance 
of His people has passed to the care- 
ful study of the Word. 
By Understanding Direct 
Orders from the Word 

In the Word many orders are very 
clear. We are not to steal. We must 
not kill. Our major goals must include 
the worship of God and the love of 


man. These orders constitute guid- : 


is article is available in booklet form 
ten cents apiece, or six dollars per hun- 
ed from Inter-Varsity Christian Fellow- 
ip, 64 East Lake Street, Chicago 1, IIli- 
bis, and 30 St. Mary Street, Toronto 5, 
tario. 


ance; the guidance is clear; it applies 
to all men and to every man. 

By Certain Plans of God 

as Revealed 

In certain cases God has revealed 
His plan of action. Such revelation 
constitutes guidance which urges us 
to conform to this program. Thus 
Daniel “understood by the books the 
number of the years whereof the word 
of Jehovah came to Jeremiah the 
prophet, for the accomplishing of the 
desolations of Jerusalem, even seventy 
years” (Daniel 9:2). Immediately he 
set his “face unto the Lord God, to 
seek by prayer and supplications, with 
fasting and sackcloth and ashes” the 
fulfillment of the plan. The entire 
Scriptures show that God wants the 
gospel to be spread to the uttermost 
parts of the earth. That constitutes 
guidance to attempt to further that 
evangelization of the world. 

In addition, this plan is imple- 
mented with specific orders toward 
the same world goal (Matt. 28:18-20). 
Though this command is clear, one 
problem remains: The Christian may 
say, “I know that the orders for moral- 
ity and worship apply to me as an 
individual, but how can I be certain 
of that as regards the Great Commis- 
sion?” This difficulty will be discussed 
presently, after the general problem 
of guidance by the understanding 
has been presented more in detail. 

By Judgment 
as to Needs 

In Acts 15:36 Paul said, “Let us 
return now and visit the brethren in 
every city wherein we proclaimed the 
Word of the Lord and see how they 
fare.”” Why did Paul decide to return? 
Did he think it the Lord’s will? Un- 
doubtedly. Did he “feel” God leading 
him to do so? There is no evidence of 
it. Why then did he go? Because the 
new Christians needed strengthening, 





and this need was sufficient to bring 
to his understanding the conviction 
that he should attempt to fill that lack 
—so he went with God’s blessing. 


In Acts 16:7 Paul tried to go into 
Bithynia. Why? Did he feel God’s 
leading in his consciousness? No evi- 
dence of such is in the narrative. Did 
he consider it God’s will to so try? 
Undoubtedly. What made him con- 
sider it the Lord’s will? Presumably 
the need: Paul had evangelized in his 
home region, he had taken the pioneer 
step to unreached fields nearest him 
in Galatia, he had then tried the 
next unreached area of Asia and 
had been prevented from going 
to it; instead of sitting down to 
bemoan his position he studied the 
situation to discover the next closest 
needy pioneer field and aimed for it, 
in line with basic purpose (Romans 
15:20). Was Paul out of God’s will in 
so seeking to follow out the Great 
Commission to the best of his under- 
standing of the need? God forbid. No. 
He was never walking more firmly 
in God’s guidance. God guided him 
step by step through his under- 
standing, and steered him this way 
and that until he arrived at the place 
he was needed most—Europe. Nor was 
the Bithynian experience the first of 
its kind. His attempt to go to Asia 
(Acts 16:6) seems to have been a sim- 
ilar project initiated under God’s 
directing hand through Paul’s judg- 
ment as to the need, with the itinerary 
similarly modified in transit. 


Probably Paul was perplexed to 
understand what he should try next. 
He seems to have passed by Mysia and 
entered Troas without attempting to 
evangelize these towns. His under- 
standing of the immediate need led to 
action which God blocked, and now 
a mild provincialism prevented him 


from seeing any further need which 
called to him—Greece was too far 
away for him unaided to appreciate 
its plight. 

At this point God enlarged and 
enlightened Paul’s vision of the need. 
Did he “feel” guidance? The Scripture 
does not say so. Did he hear God tell- 
ing him to go? No. What was it he did 
hear? A cry, “Help!”—a cry of need. 
Paul’s vision of the need re-established 
his judgment as to a desirable course 
of action. 


It appears that this judgment con- 
stituted a rational decision, not a 
blind following of feeling, since when 
he had seen the vision he and the other 
members of the party “sought to go 
forth into Macedonia, concluding that 
God had called” them to preach the 
gospel unto these people (Acts 16: 
10*). 

Three observations should be made 
as to his action. (1) It was based on 
an enlarged vision of the need, not a 
direct divine call as such. (2) The de- 
cision as to guidance was by logical 
deduction — he “concluded” rather 
than “felt” that God had called him. 
(3) The conclusion as to guidance by 
way of the need was followed by im- 
mediate aggressive action: ““And when 
he had seen the vision we sought to 
go forth into Macedonia” (Acts 16: | 
10). Here many people fail to follow 
Paul’s example: Having seen the 
missionary need, they fail to conclude 
that God has called them and refuse 
to take purposeful steps toward the 
field. 


Various persons other than Paul j" 
were guided by God through their |‘ 
judgment: What, for example, was the 
missionary call to Silas and to Tim- 
* Here, as in the rest of the article, quota- 

tions are from the American Revised 

Version. 
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othy? A vision? A feeling? A divine 
voice? No supernatural impression is 
recorded. Silas was deliberately 
chosen by Paul (Acts 15:40); presum- 
ably Silas reacted to the need pre- 
sented by Paul. Timothy, likewise, 
was so chosen, since “him would Paul 
have to go forth with him” (Acts 
16:3); evidently Timothy responded 
by concluding that Paul’s need was 
ample evidence of God’s guidance. 
From Paul’s point of view, why did 
he choose the two? By divine orders? 
Again one finds no evidence of such, 
but rather sees consecrated judgment 
in confident action on the basis of the 
proved character of the two men. 
Silas had first been chosen by a coun- 
cil as trustworthy, and as one of the 
‘chief men among the brethren” (Acts 
15:22); Timothy was “well reported of 
by the brethren” (Acts 16:2). These 
two missionary calls were based on 
sound judgment, not on feelings. 


One at first seems to find the call of 
Paul himself very different. He had 
the call from heaven. The brethren 
were told by the Holy Spirit to “set 
apart Paul and Barnabas for the 
work” for which He had called them 
(Acts 13:2). One should realize, how- 
ever, that in at least two points the 
calls of Timothy and Silas may well 


‘be closer in pattern to that which most 


of us should expect. First, Paul was 
not a Christian at the time of the 
heavenly vision which told him that 
he would be sent to the Gentiles (Acts 
26:17), whereas most of us who con- 
sider the missionary call have already 
responded to believe in the Lord first. 
Second, the supernatural interven- 
tion at the meeting of the Antioch 
Christians was establishing the first 
strong missionary movement. Here, as 
in many. other acts of God, the begin- 
ning of a new thing is accompanied 


by special manifestations of His guid- 
ance and power. In the face of calls 
by judgment, such as were given to 
Silas and Timothy, we have no prece- 
dent for setting up as an essential pre- 
requisite to a call some startling 
supernatural manifestation of the 
Spirit. 

Worth pondering, also, is the fact 
that the first split of a “mission board” 
came on the basis of judgment over 
the fitness of a candidate. Neither 
Paul nor Barnabas argued that God 
had directly revealed to him that 
Mark should or should not go again 
to the field. The “sharp conten- 
tion” was on the basis of judgment, 
since “Paul thought not good to take 
with them him who withdrew from 
them from Pamphylia, and went not 
with them to the work” (Acts 15:38). 
Judgment, not feeling, as to God’s 
guidance seems to be implied by the 
words “thought not good.” In this 
instance God did not abandon either 
of His servants. Barnabas had his deci- 
sion respected and blessed in that 
Mark became a helpful servant. Paul 
was surely guided and had his new 
helpers turn into stable directors of 
groups of churches. 


Consider also the guidance given to 
the council at Jerusalem. As between 
Barnabas and Paul, so earlier between 
Paul and the legalists there “was no 
small dissension and questioning” 
(Acts 15:2, 7). The conference allowed 


-debate and argument about evidence, 


actions, and precedents in its search 
for God’s will. It did not attempt to 
get guidance by balancing one man’s 
“feelings of leading” against those of 
another; of this latter type of dispute 
there is here no evidence at all. James, 
for example, said, “Wherefore my 
judgment is that we trouble not them” 
(Acts 15:19). Yet later in their official 
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letter to the churches concerned, “hav- 
ing come to one accord” (Acts 15:25) 
by debate, they stated that their deci- 
sion “seemed good to the Holy Spirit 
and to us” (Acts 15:28) to send the 
letter as written. This statement of 
guidance appears highly significant as 
evidence that this body, which in- 
cluded most experienced apostles. 
ascertained that which seemed good 
to the Holy Spirit by discussion of 
evidence, by arguments pro and con, 
by corporate judgment, and not by 
feelings. 


Certainly, however, such decisions 
then were reached after searching 
the heart to eliminate in so far as pos- 
sible the personal prejudice and pride 
to which the human race has become 
subject. Prayer or prayer and fasting 
should precede the exercise of one’s 
judgment on such serious issues, and 
God can then best guide the mind, or 
can give special revelation as He did 
in Acts 13:2. Nevertheless one has no 
right, we insist, to attempt to black- 
mail God into giving one a special 
revelation by saying, “Unless God 
calls me in a special revelation to my 
spirit I will not ge,” when scriptural 
precedent shows that the unequivo- 
cal orders and the appalling need of 
lost men each constitute a call, point 
one to the field, and demand action. 


By Checks in the Way 

Human judgment is liable to error. 
so that the one who concludes that 
God’s guidance points him to move 
onward may well be mistaken. Should 
we then stand still? By no means. 
Better zeal with ignorance than know- 
ledge with disobedience. Let us rather 
have partially misdirected vigorous 
action attempting to obey God than 
that type of fear of “getting out of 
God's will” or “running ahead of God” 
which leads one to let the world per- 
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ish while one waits for God to give 
orders now which He has already 
given two thousand years ago. Men 
like Jephthah (Judges 11:31-39) and 
Jacob acted boldly to obtain God’s 
blessing—and obtained it (see for ex- 
ample Hebrews 11:31). Even though 
we disapprove of some of their actions, 
their aggressive consecration was 
vastly more acceptable to God than 
will be a lukewarm rejection of His 
Great Order to undertake missionary 
work. 


Since consecrated human judgment 
may be inadequate and frequently ig 
unable to see far enough ahead to pro- 
vide for necessary modifying actions 
and decision, the Spirit of God fre- 
quently checks one’s actions or steers 
one within the road. Thus, Paul, head 
ing for Asia, was “forbidden of the 
Holy Spirit to speak the Word” there 
(Acts 16:6). Again, “the Spirit of 
Jesus suffered him not” to ente 
Bithynia. Compare Isaiah 30:21, “And 
thine ears shall hear a word behind 
thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye 
in it; when ye turn to the right hand. 
and when ye turn to the left.” Here ig 
not a promise of special guidance to 
get one started .on the road, but the 
assurance of warning when one gets 
out. The impression of the Holy Spiri 
in man’s consciousness is especially 
to be expected as a warning when one 
is already in action but needs to be 
turned somewhat this way or that. Yel 
this provision of checks does not war 
rant one’s waiting for special guidanc¢ 
to get under way; the Great Commis 
sion has already given orders for that 


As an illustration of this guidancé 
by checks of one kind or another, noté 
“the way of a ship in the midst of th¢ 
sea” (Proverbs 30:19). It responds te 
the rudder only when the ship is mov: 
ing. The ruddder may be turned bac 





and forth but is utterly ineffective 
until the ship is under way. In fact, 
for purposes of guidance a ship might 
better be moving in the wrong direc- 
tion than not moving at all, since in 
the one instance it will respond to the 
helmsman but in the other must drift 
idly. So God can more readily guide 
a man who blunders awkwardly on 
a slightly incorrect path but who goes 
ahead, than He can steer a man who 
is drifting smoothly and supposedly 
waiting for the orders. The surest way 
to find guidance is to be under way 
under God’s written orders. His Spirit 
can then turn the rudder. 


Livingstone started for China. God’s 
check to him was a war between 
Britain and Chiria, following which 
he turned to Africa. Was he out of 
God’s will in heading in the first place 
for China? By no means. Rather he 
was guided in the way. Even Balaam 
felt the faithfulness of God in getting 


checks in the way (Numbers 22:21- 
35). The difference is that Livingstone 
responded to God’s checks in the way; 
Balaam did not. 


Like the circumstances which con- 
fronted Livingstone, the particular 
conditions which face us may fre- 
quently serve as indications of God’s 
will. When the circumstances do not 
seem conclusive, however, judgment 
must still be exercised. Paul concluded 
that God had called him when he 
saw the need of Macedonia. Timothy 
decided to go with Paul at the solici- 
tation of the great apostle. Livingstone 
changed his course in the face of the 
war. Whether by direct checks on the 
consciousness of the individual, or by 
the arranging of circumstances, God 
@ can guide us in the way. We should 
not be afraid of sailing under “sealed 
orders” which in this spiritual war- 
fare may lead to a direction changed 


without warning. We _ should be 
ready to say, “I being in the way, the 
Lord led me” (Gen. 24:27, A.V.). 
Guidance by Faith 

and Guidance by Bridle 

Salvation is by faith, whether we 
feel it or not, yet the witness of the 
Spirit to that salvation causes us great 
joy. So guidance must also be by faith, 
whether we feel guided or not, yet 
when the Lord chooses to give inward 
assurance by His Spirit, that too 
causes great joy and contributes to 
courage in trying places. 

One must be ready to act in faith, 
assuming that God is guiding him 
through his judgment. God has prom- 
ised to guide us. He says, “I will in- 
struct thee and teach thee in the way 
which thou shalt go: I will counsel 
thee with mine eye upon thee” (Psalm 
32:8). Upon this promise we must act 
in faith, believing that God will guide 
us through our understanding of His 
will and that as we turn to the 
right-hand or to the left He will warn 
us. A morbid fear that God has not 
chosen us for eternity is detrimental 
to our labors for Him; it is far better 
to rest in faith on the Word alone that 
believing we shall know Him, and 
then to act upon that assumption. So 
a fear of being out of God’s will may 
be carried to such lengths that it be- 
comes a morbid thing and a dreadful 
chain holding one to inaction; it is 
better to take Him at His Word, that 
He will guide, and to go ahead in that 
confidence, according to His written 
orders. 


The alternative to guidance by faith 
would be guidance by a bridle, a robot- 
like control by God which would put 
us under a law in which we were pas- 
sive rather than allowing us a freedom 
in which we are active in our under- 
standing of His will and our endeavor 


25 





to attain it. This type of guidance 
would not be pleasing to our Lord. 
Many folks who quote Psalm 32:8 fail 
to learn the next verse with it, one 
which gives this undesirable alterna- 
tive: “Be ye not as the horse, or as the 
mule, which have no understanding; 
Whose trappings must be bit and 
bridle to hold them in, else they will 
not come near unto thee” (Psalm 
32:9). Guidance must be coupled with 
understanding, and be exercised in 
faith. It is in this light that the World 
Commission of our Lord must be re- 
ceived by the individual. Rather than 
wishing that our guidance would 
come by a voice from heaven, we 
should rejoice that He so trusts us, 
because of the Holy Spirit dwelling in 
us, that He guides our whole being 
through our understanding of His 
Word and our deliberate choice to 
obey it in faith. 

General Orders Turned into 


individual Guidance by Cultural Analogy 
“That is all very well; I grant that 


the Great Commission obligates the 
Church to missionary work, but how 
can I know that I am supposed to be 
one of the missionaries? After all, 
everybody cannot go or who would 
take care of the work at home? I am 
willing to go if God calls me, but how 
can I know that the Commission ap- 
plies to me until I feel it?” Many 
people claim to be willing to go and 
will grant the need but hesitate per- 
petually because they cannot answer 
these questions which they ask them- 
selves. A large gap exists between the 
acknowledgment of the orders to the 
Church as a whole and to them as 
individuals. They insist on having 
supernatural orders to their own con- 
sciousness before accepting individual 
responsibility for acting in accordance 
with that order which they admit has 
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been given to believers as a group. 
How, they query, can they respond to 
a general call, until they have a spe- 
cific one, without being in danger of 
getting out of God’s will? How can 
they dare to exercise judgment for 
guidance when they fear that they 
might get out of God’s will rather 
than acting in accordance with it, if 
they decide to go to the field without 
a dep psychological or spiritual expe- 
rience which they interpret as “feel- 
ing” of His leading? 

An incident in the book of Jeremiah 
supplies a clue to the solution of the 
problem: 


Jonadab commanded his sons, “Ye 
shall drink no wine, neither ye, nor 
your sons, for ever: neither shall ye 
build houses, nor sow seed, nor plant 
vineyard, nor have any; but all your 
days ye shall dwell in tents” (Jer. 
35:6-7). God then told the Israelites 
through Jeremiah—after the sons 
were tested to see that they would ac- 
tually obey—‘Forasmuch as the sons 
of Jonadab the son of Rechab have 
performed the commandment of their 
father which he commanded them, 


but this people hath not hearkened | 


unto me; therefore thus saith Jehovah, 
the God of hosts, the God of Israel: 


Behold, I will bring upon Judah and | 


upon all the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
all the evil that I have pronounced 
against them; because I have spoken 
unto them, but they have not heard” 


(Jer. 35:16-17; note also verses 18-19). | 


This at first might seem to be an arbi- 
trary connection of two unrelated sit- 
uations. Why should the fact that the 
sons of Jonadab neither built houses 
nor planted grain condemn the 
people of Israel?* What is wrong with 
planting seed? Nothing. God had 


* If wine or strong drink alone had been 
mentioned, one might conclude that a 
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promised to bless the crops of the chil- 
dren of Israel (Deuteronomy 7:13) if 
they obeyed Him. Neither was it 
wicked for them to build houses. Why, 
then, we ask again, should the chil- 
dren of Israel be condemned? 

The answer lies in a_ principle: 
God holds men responsible on a spir- 
itual plane for truth which they know 
on a social plane. If in a particular 
culture people respond to values of 
right and wrong in respect to relation- 
ships between men, God will hold 
them responsible for the application 
of that same knowledge in the rela- 
tionship between God and man. The 
social light which man has is spir- 
itual light by cultural analogy. Now 
there would have been nothing wrong 
as such if the sons of Jonadab had 
sown seed or built houses. Yet since 
their father had told them not to, they 
felt it necessary to obey because the 
principle of obedience to parents was 
known to them. God used the action 
| of the sons of Jonadab to prove that 
the children of Israel knew that they 
ought to obey their own parents; this 
was the evidence that that light did 
| exist among them. And what conclu- 
sion did God draw from that? He in- 
| sisted that this proved that the chil- 
dren of Israel were guilty, without 
excuse, for refusing to obey their 
heavenly Father. He said, “... they 
obey their father’s commandment. 
But I have spoken unto you... and ye 
have not hearkened unto me .. . there- 
fore...I will bring upon Judah... 


moral issue were involved as such. This 
interpretation is precluded by the fact 
that crops and houses were forbidden as 
well. Lest the discussion be confused 
with a different problem, that of the 
Scripture’s attitude toward liquor, the 
statements in this paper are restricted to 
the lessons to be learned from the absence 
of house building and seed sowing. 


all the evil that I have pronounced 
against them” (Jer. 35:14, 17). An es- 
sential principle of spiritual light and 
responsibility, then, is that we are 
expected to make a transfer from the 
understanding of human obligations 
to the acknowledgment of our obliga- 
tions to Deity. 

We are now ready for the question, 
“What example do we see in our 
human living which might serve as an 
analogy from which I can know 
whether I as an individual should 
respond to the general order to reach 
the ends of the earth?” The first clues 
come from the Scriptures themselves. 
Timothy, as a co-missionary with 
Paul, was told: “Suffer hardship with 
me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 
No soldier on service entangleth him- 
self in the affairs of this life; that he 
may please him who enrolled him as 
a soldier” (II Tim. 2:3-4). We have 
already discussed briefly the way Mis- 
sionary Timothy was enrolled. It is 
the figure of speech of the soldier to 
which we turn for further analogy. 

How are soldiers recruited? As vol- 
unteers or in the draft. A general 
appeal for volunteers allows anyone 
who is stirred by the need for soldiers 
to respond with the offering of his life. 
So the general order for workers for 
God’s army to evangelize the world 
may be met by volunteers. The volun- 
teer for the army does not need to 
wait for a personal visit from the re- 
cruiting officer; he may present him- 
self for acceptance without any such 
personal attention. In cultural anal- 
ogy to the spiritual warfare, men may 
volunteer for the missionary battle on 
the basis of the general call, which is 
published for all to read in Matthew 
28:19. 


Not all volunteers are accepted. The 
infirm, the incompetent, the criminal, 
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the psychologically unstable are re- 
jected. The strong, the capable, the 
honorable, the psychologically stable 
may be chosen. In this analogy mis- 
sion boards exercise the right to reject 
volunteers; yet the applicant in pre- 
senting himself, and the board that 
rejects him, may both be guided by 
God and both can be commended for 
their action. Rejection by a board does 
not imply that the applicant was 
therefore out of God’s will. 

Volunteers for an army are desired 
from various backgrounds and with 
various types of training. The army 
needs interpreters, trainmen, mechan- 
ics, newsmen, engineers, doctors, and 
gunmen. So a mission needs a wide 
variety of personnel for its task. No 
one can escape the responsibility of 
volunteering for an army simply 
because he has not been trained to 
fight; either the army trains him 
to do so, or teaches him a skill 
it can use, or utilizes his old training 
in the most advantageous place. So a 
mission needs doctors, teachers, speak- 
ers, writers, and the like. Different 
types of gifts for ministering to the 
church have been given by the Spirit 
(I Cor. 12:28, Eph. 4:11)—apostle- 
ship, teaching, administration, evan- 
gelism, and the like—but all of these 
are needed within a program designed 
to get the gospel to the ends of the 
earth. No one type of volunteer will 
fill the need. One’s background as 
such is rarely a legitimate reason for 
failure to volunteer. 


One branch of the armed forces may 
reject a man, and another branch 
accept him for a position which he can 
fill. So a candidate who is not accept- 
able to a board may choose to follow 
Mark’s example and go with some- 
one else, or may follow Paul’s leader- 
ship in supporting himself by a mod- 


ern version of tent making, that is, 
preaching the gospel while working 
for an oil firm, or a weather station, 
or teaching English. 


For the draft all men of usable age 
must register. Again the young, }\ 
strong, and capable are chosen. To be 
sure, some are left behind in essential 
industry or agriculture, but such de- | 
ferment is not easily obtained; the 
armed forces have first priority. So the 
responsibility for going to the mission 
field has first call on us. 

In the universal draft one does not 
prove his right to go to the forces but 
must establish his right to stay home. 
Instead of waiting for a call to go, the 
missionary candidate must consider 
whether he has a legitimate reason for 
staying home. 

As the battle gets more severe, fewer 
men can get deferred. Under emer- 
gency even the “noncombatant” may 
be forced to fight. How serious is the 
battle in which the Church is en- 
gaged? It is a battle of life and death, 
with thousands dying without Christ. 

The need is tremendous. Hundreds 
of thousands of people have never 
heard of Christ. A thousand tribes are | 
without the Bible. Which is the 
greater need, a home congregation 
which has 300 members, a dozen Sun- 
day School teachers, a Sunday School 
superintendent, deacons or elders, and 
several preachers candidating to try 
to get a “call” to the pulpit—or a tribe 
located in the heart of Siberia or in 
the Amazon jungle without one wit- 
ness? 


The missionary cause is carried on 
by volunteer forces. God has pub- 
lished the call for volunteers, ‘“Who 
will go for us?” (Isa. 6:8) and the 
General Orders (Matt. 28:19) to go 
into all the world. Why should we sit 
around waiting to be drafted? 








Why are different Christians different? \ 


By Dororny C, Haskin 


Ts AVERAGE CHRISTIAN girl would 


think it strange not to wear a wed- 
ding ring, but some Mennonites don’t 
wear them because of scriptural in- 
junctions against the wearing of orna- 
ments. The Wesleyan Methodists don’t 


japprove of engagement rings, for the 


same reason. 


John Newton testified that he never 
enjoyed sweeter communion with God 
than when on his way from the Gold 
Coast of Africa to the United States— 
as a slave trader, As Newton paced the 
deck, praying, the hold of his ship was 
weighted with a cargo of fettered 


‘wretches he had ordered torn from 


their homes. This prosperous trafficker 
in human flesh wrote with perfect sin- 
cerity one of our most familiar and 
beautiful Christian hymns: 


“How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
In a believer's ear! 
It soothes his sorrows, heals his 
wounds, 
And drives away his fear.” 


Surely a Christian couldn’t believe in 
slavery! But Newton did. 

Different Christians differ, and dif- 
fer with vigor. The Pilgrims did not 
come to America to establish religious 























freedom, but to be free to worship 
their way. And they were as bitter 
toward those who disagreed as the 
Conformists had been toward them. 
Maryland was founded for religious 
freedom, but Quakers were not wel- 
come. 

Which form of baptism is right? 
The Baptists haughtily speak of bap- 
tizing or sprinkling. The Presbyter- 
ians condescendingly correct them by 
speaking of baptism by immersion or 
by sprinkling. The Quakers believe 
only in the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 

There is as much division on the 
keeping of the fourth commandment. 
The Seventh-Day Baptists keep Satur- 
day as the day of rest. The Re- 
formed Presbyterians assert that, 
having changed the day, we should 
not change the name, so they call 
Sunday the Sabbath. A conscientious 
minority worship on “The Lord’s 
Day” while the majority are content 
to call it Sunday—for the sun god. 

Presbyterian young women, in 
make-up and stylish clothes, sing 
“Jesus is All the World to Me” and 
mean it. The Salvation Army wear 
uniforms. One can’t join some churches 
if he smokes, but Spurgeon smoked. 
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These different Christians are sin- 
cere in their beliefs. Which one is 
right? 

When I was a young Christian it 
was easy to dismiss lightly these differ- 
ences of opinion. If they were held by 
one of a different denomination, then, 
“Oh, he isn’t saved, anyway.” If they 
were held by someone I had to con- 


cede was a Christian, then I slurred, 


“Oh, he doesn’t walk close.” 

But I came to realize that I was 
maligning a vast number of Chris- 
tians. Just because we agreed on Christ 
as Saviour, but disagreed on other 
points of doctrine, I was in no posi- 
tion to judge either the security of 
their salvation or the closeness of their 
walk. If one is to eject from the King- 
dom of God everyone who does not 
agree with him, the Kingdom becomes 
pretty small! And God’s Word says, 
“And the number of them was ten 
thousand times ten thousand and 
thousands of thousands; saying with a 
loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb... .” 
(Rev. 5:11-12) 

So I had to find a real reason for 
the differences. 

We are not made up only of our 
religious convictions, but of our en- 
vironment, our ‘schooling, and our 
traditions as well. When we accept 
Christ as Saviour, the whole system 
of Christian ethics is not instantly 
revealed to us. 

But, you protest, regardless of inter- 
pretation, the Bible teaches only one 
truth. We are promised that the Holy 
Spirit will guide us into all truth. If 
all search the Scriptures, shouldn’t all 
reach the same conclusions? 

We should, if we search diligently 
and go to the Bible with an open mind. 
But an open mind is difficult to 
achieve. Often, instead of going to the 
Scriptures for light, we go to look for 
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a text to prove our point. 

God will lead, but He will not force 
the Christian. He does not guide the 
bigoted, the hot-headed, the wilful, nor 
the persistently ignorant. “The meek 
will He guide, in judgment.” (Psalm 


25:9) 


What we must do is to examine our 
opinions and other people’s—in the 
light of the Scriptures. 

Do you say grace? What does the 
Bible say about it? About wearing 
make-up, using perfume, going to the 
motion pictures, the ritual of feet- 
washing, alcoholic stimulants, slacks, 
the frequency of communion? Is 
Christmas a heathen celebration? The 
Reformed Presbyterians don’t even 
send Christmas cards. What about 


ordaining women? Some Methodists 
and some Congregationalists do, but 
some Presbyterians won’t even bow 
their heads when a woman prays in 
public. They do not think her public 


prayer is acceptable. Is it? 

No minister or layman can expect 
to be right on everything. There is 
always leaven in the meal. The next 
time your favorite minister preaches 
something with which you do not 
agree, don’t stop listening to him. That 
may be his blind spot... or yours. 

Because of our prejudices, we should 
listen to others, Because of their preju- 
dices, we should listen to a “multitude 
of counsellors” (Proverbs 11:14). 
Search, pray, and find the answer. 
“Henceforth be no more children, toss- 
ed to and fro, and carried about with 
every wind of doctrine.” (Ephesians 
4:14) 

As Spurgeon put it, “A man who has 
learned truth from one minister, may 
unlearn it from another minister, but 
he that has been taught it of the Holy 
Spirit has a treasure which no man 
taketh from him.” 





RECIPE FOR REVIVAL 


By JonatHan GorortH 


EPRESSED for some time by the cold 
toss fruitless condition of my out- 
stations, I was preparing to go to see 
what could be done. There was a mat- 
ter, however, between the Lord and 
me that had to be straightened out. 
It was a difficulty with a brother mis- 
sionary. I felt, of course, that I was in 
the right. But the pressure from the 
Spirit was quite plain that I should 
go and make that thing straight. I 
kept answering that the fault was the 
other man’s, not mine; that it was up 
to him to come to me. 


The pressure continued. “But, 


Lord,” I expostulated; “he came to my 
study and in tears confessed his fault. 
So, isn’t the thing settled?” “You 


hypocrite,” I seemed to hear Him say, 
“you know you are not loving each 
other as brethren, as I commanded 
you to.” Still I held out. The fault was 
the other man’s I kept insisting. 

Then came the final word, “If you 
won't straighten this thing out before 
) you go on that trip, you may expect to 
fail. I can’t go with you.” That hum- 
bled me somewhat. I did not feel at all 
easy about going on that long and diffi- 
cult tour without His help. 

The night before I was to start out 
on my trip I had to lead the prayer 
meeting for the Chinese Christians. 
All the way out to the church the pres- 
sure continued: “Go and straighten 
this thing out so that I may go with 
you tomorrow.” Still I wouldn’t yield. 
I started the meeting. As soon as I 
opened my lips in prayer I became 
confused, for all the time the Spirit 
kept saying: “You hypocrite! Why 


don’t you straighten this thing out?” 
I became more troubled while deliv- 
ering the short address. 

Finally, about half-way through my 
talk, the burden became utterly intol- 
erable and I yielded. “Lord,” I prom- 
ised in my heart, ‘“‘as soon as this meet- 
ing is over, I’ll go and make that mat- 
ter right.” Instantly something in the 
audience seemed to snap. My Chinese 
hearers couldn’t tell what was going 
on in my heart; yet in a moment the 
whole atmosphere was changed. When 
the meeting was thrown open for 
prayer, one after another rose to their 
feet to pray, only to break down weep- 
ing. For almost twenty years we mis- 
sionaries had been working among the 
Honanese, and had longed in vain to 
see a tear of penitence. 

It was late that night when the 
meeting closed. As soon as I could get 
away I hastened over to the house of 
my brother missionary, only to find 
that the lights were out and the whole 
family were in bed. Not wishing to 
disturb them I went back to my home. 
But the difficulty was settled. The next 
morning, before daybreak, I was on 
my way to the first out-station. The 
results of that tour far exceeded any- 
thing I dared hope for. At each place 
the Spirit of judgment was made man- 
ifest. Wrongs were righted and crook- 
ed things were made straight. At one 
place where I was able to spend only 
one evening all present broke down. 
In the following year one out-station 
more than doubled its numbers; to an- 
other fifty-four members were added: 
and to another eighty-eight. 
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Thie (Morning Wieel, Ger 


The press of seasonal activities, of heavy study in preparation for the } 
close of the term, and of the obligations of family ties may attempt 
to rob you of your Quiet Time this month, Don’t let them! Keep your 
Christian experience radiant, by meeting Him every day through 
prayer and the Word. These daily questions will help. 


—~ ENESIS, as its name implies, is the book 
G of beginnings. A number of great facts 
are set before us: God Himself, the origin of 
man, the fact of sin, and the promise of One 
to redeem man from the power of sin. For 
the fulfillment of this promise we see God 
selecting “the historical line through which 
the Redeemer should come to bruise the 
serpent’s head and restore the lost race to 
God.” Herein we see the divine design of 
the whole Bible—the revelation of God's 
plan of redemption in Jesus Christ. 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1! 

GENEsIs 1-2:3 (1) If I reject the Biblical 
account of creation, where can I turn for 
an authoritative record? (2) What char- 
acteristics of God’s process of creation are 
missing in heathen cosmogonies? (3) What 
was the center of God’s interest in the 
universe? Why did He make the sun, moon 
and stars? Meditate on this thought and 
on Ps. 8:3, 4. (4) Why did God create 
man? See Rev. 4:11. Will I ever find satis- 
faction in life except in so far as I fulfill 
the function of my creation? 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 2 

GENESIS 2:4-25 (1) Chap. 1 gives a general 
account of Creation; chap. 2 gives a more 
particular account from the viewpoint of 
man as the head of the divine order upon 
earth. (2) What difference may be ob- 
served in the terms used for the Creator? 
The second term “Jehovah Elohim’”—the 
God who becomes—is used of God in rela- 
tionship to man. See Ex. 3:14, 15 and 6:3. 
(3) What does the two-fold origin of man 
(v. 7) indicate as to his nature? Cp. Eccl. 
12:7 and Zech, 12:1. How was God’s com- 
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mand (vv. 16, 17) designed to test each 
part of that nature? (4) What circum- 
stances made Adam even dimly aware of 
a need for human fellowship? Observe that 
the LORD GOD had already anticipated 
this need and made provision for it. Can 
I trust Him to fulfill my need in this 
regard? 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 3 

Genesis 3 (1) On what fact does Satan 
continually throw doubt? What defense 
have I against his subtle attacks? See Eph. 
6:16. (2) Before the fall, man had no 
knowledge of evil. What was the very first 
effect of his newly-gained conscience? Con- | 
trast his efforts to cover up his nakedness 
with the LORD GOD’s own provision 
(v. 21). What had to take place before man } 
could receive such garments? Cp. last part 
of Heb. 9:22. Of what was this a picture? 
(3) Gen. 3:15 gives the first promise of 
Saviour. See Rev. 12:9, 10 and 20:2, 3. | 
7-10 for its ultimate fulfillment. Christ, the | 
seed of the woman, was bruised at Calvary 
by the hand of wicked men (Acts 2:23), | 
but He rose again and will one day com- 
pletely bruise Satan. See Rom. 16:20. Ob- 
serve the grace of God towards Adam and 
Eve in announcing this good news before } 
pronouncing the consequences of their sin. 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 4 

Genesis 4 (1) The LORD’s acceptance of 
an offering was signified by sending fire 
from heaven to consume it. Why was Abel’s 
offering “more excellent” than Cain’s (Heb. 
11:4)? Observe that the LORD instructs 
Cain in v. 7 that a sin-offering (technical 
use of word here translated “sin”) lay ready 
to hand. (2) Through hisact of murder Cain 








stands clearly revealed as belonging to the 
seed of the wicked one (I John 3:12). How 
can the difference between these brothers 
born of the same parents be accounted for? 
(3), Contrast the various contributions 
Cain’s posterity made to the culture of man- 
kind with the spiritual influence of Seth’s 
| line. Towards which of these two goals have 
ote I set the course of my life? 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 5 
Genesis 5-6:8 (1) What is the signifi- 
cance of the distinction between the phrases 
“in the likeness of God” (5:1) and “in 
his own likeness” (5:3)? Are men now 
born “in the image of God”? What is the 
reason and need for the second birth? 
Cp. Col. 3:10. (2) What is the striking 
exception to the sad refrain “and he died”? 
See the N. T. comment in Heb. 11:5. What 
kind of a life pleases God? (3) The “sons 
of God” (6:2) have been interpreted by 
some as fallen angels, by others as the 
godly line of Seth. In either case, what was 
God’s estimate of the results of such union? 
With this passage read II Cor. 6:14-18. 
(4) Memorize Gen. 6:5. 


MONDAY, JANUARY 6 

GeNnEsis 6:9-7:5 (1) What kind of a man 
is it to whom God will reveal His mind 
} and purpose (v. 13)? Cp. Ps. 25:14. (2) Al- 
though judgment was predicted 120 years 
| before it happened, Noah acted at once in 
faith and obedience to the LORD. Besides 
building the ark, what was Noah’s main 
occupation during those years? (II Peter 
2:5) (3) The word for “pitch” is the one 
used for “atonement.” This helps to show 
that the ark is a picture of salvation. May 
God help me so to realize the truth of His 
estimate of this world (v. 12) that I may 
persuade others to avail themselves of God’s 
only provision for shelter from the judg- 
ment of His wrath. (4) Note the measure- 
ments of the ark and make a rough sketch 
in proportion. What do I learn from this? 
Careful reading also will answer the scof- 
fers’ query. “How could a flood destroy the 
fish?” 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 7 

Genesis 7:6-8:19 (1) As Noah had a cov- 
ering over the ark and a window only 
towards the sky (6:16), how could the pre- 
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cise details of the flood be ascertained? Of 
what value are these details? Contrast 
pagan myths of the deluge. (2) Study the 
words “the LORD shut him in” (7:16). 
Cp. with Matt. 25:10. What is here revealed 
concerning the “goodness and severity” of 
God? (3) Contrast the behaviour of the 
raven and the dove. The one was content 
to hover over the scene of God’s judgment, 
feeding, no doubt, on the carcasses of the 
dead; the other found: no nourishment in 
such a scene. Where do I find contentment 
and spiritual sustenance? 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8 

GEnEsIs 8:20-9 (1) What was the signifi- 
cance of Noah’s first act on coming out of 
the ark? What was still the only way of 
approach to God? Who had provided the 
means for this way? What is the new and 
living way whereby we may approach 
God? (Heb. 10:19, 20) (2) List the points 
of God’s covenant with Noah and with 
every living creature. Was it a conditional 
or unconditional covenant? What was and 
is the sign of its confirmation? (3) Note 
v. 19 carefully and that Shem whose name 
means “renown,” Ham “black,” and 
Japheth “enlargement” were respectively 
the heads of the Semitic, black, and Gentile 
nations, Acts 8, 9, 10 give an account of 
the conversion of one out of each of these 
three families. Who were they? (4) When 
there is failure among the people of God, 
do I (like Ham) delight in gossiping about 
it or (like Shem and Japheth) do I with 
averted eyes rise and act to remove the 
cause of reproach? 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 9 

Genesis 10 and 11 (1) In chap. 10 God 
shows the origin of all the different nations 
that later came into contact with His 
people. The Babylonians (Babel), Nine- 
vites, Egyptians (Pathrusim), Canaanites, 
and Philistines were all adversaries of 
Israel. Of what significance would it be 
to know that all these belonged to the fam- 
ily of Ham? Cp. 9:25. (2) Chap, 11:1-9 
reveals the moral cause for the world’s 
divergency of language. Study here the 
nature, purpose and outcome of human as- 
sociation. Contrast v. 4 with God’s com- 
mand in g:1. May I beware of joining any 
association whose aims are contradictory to 
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. 
God’s revealed will. (3) As the nations 
have failed, God now (vv. 10-32) begins 
to prepare a nation for Himself through 
whom He can carry out His plan of redemp- 
tion for the whole race. (4) Where was 
Abram when God’s call first came to him? 
Cp. v. 31 with Acts 7:1-4. Why did he 
linger at Haran? What lesson should I 
learn from this? 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 10 
GeENEsIs 12 (1) Contrast v. 2 “I will make 
thy name great” with 11:4, “let us make 
us a name.” Why did Abraham receive 
what the Babel-builders failed to achieve? 
Study Heb. 11:8-10. (2) God is seen here 
selecting a man as the head of a race. 
What other choice of God’s is intimately 
connected with this one as a means of ac- 
complishing His purpose of world-wide 
blessing? (3) Why did Abram not build 
an altar to the LORD when he reached 
Egypt? What keeps me from communion 
with my Lord? (4) If I, like Sarai, am 
being commended of the world, is it because 
I have not disclosed my relationship to my 
rightful Lord? 
SATURDAY, JANUARY IT 
GeEnEsIs 13 (1) What spiritual teaching is 
implicit in vv. 3, 4? Has God no further 
use for me when I stray from His path? 
(2) On what basis did Lot make his choice? 
What is the real significance of the phrase 
“like the land of Egypt,” considering his 
recent experiences there with Abram? 
What fact did he ignore in coming to his 
decision? (3) Why did God wait until after 
the incident of vv. 5-11 to reveal His pur- 
poses of blessing to Abram? Compare an- 
other revelation (15:1) following Abram’s 
refusal to enrich himself at the king of 
Sodom’s expense. If my vision of spiritual 
blessings is limited, what is the reason? 
With v. 14. cp. Eph. 3:18, 19 for the four- 
fold view the Lord now sets before His 
servants. 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 12 
Genesis 14, (1) Why was Lot involved in 
the troubles of Sodom? Cp. v. 12 with 13:12. 
Why are some Christians continually get- 
ting into unfortunate complications with the 
world? (2) What do I do when I-hear 
that “my brother is taken captive’—when 
a fellow-Christian is overcome by the 
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world? Did Abram self-righteously say to 
his friends, “This is merely the outcome 
of his selfish choice”? What is the Chris- 
tian’s duty in such a matter? See Gal. 6:1. | 
(3) What was the temptation that met 
Abram on his return from victory? What 
experience enabled him to overcome here 
too? Who is my Great High Priest and 
what is His ministry to correspond with 
v. 18? Read carefully Heb. 6:20; 7:1-3 and 
John 6:51, 55, 56. (4) Memorize v. 18. 
MONDAY, JANUARY 13 

Genesis 15 (1) How does the LORD’s 
declaration of v. 1 reveal the secret of 
Abram’s power to overcome both the hos- 
tile and the alluring forces of the world 
(ch. 14.)? Pray for a practical realization of 
its truth in your life. (2) Abram’s seed 
had been compared to the dust of the earth 
(13:16) and now to the stars of heaven. 
This corresponds to his natural descendants 
and to his spiritual descendants. See the 
plain teaching in Gal. 3:7. 29. What is the 
point of similarity between Abram and his 
spiritual seed? See Rom. 4. (3) The prom- 
ises to Abram could be fully secured only 
through the death of Christ. Here in vv. 9- 
11 the LORD permits him through a mysti- 
cal experience a glimpse into the import 
of that death. To what does the prophecy 
of v. 13 refer? What are the limits of the | 
land of Palestine as the LORD promised it 
to Abram? 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 14 

Genesis 16 (1) This chapter shows man’s | thr 
attempt to bring about the fulfillment of the che 
LORD’s promise by his own effort. How ° so 
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is His promise of the new birth brought } to 
about? Is it by christening or by baptism | a « 
or by one’s own striving after righteous- ; Hi 
ness? See John 1:12. (2) What attitude of | oth 
heart was revealed by the conduct of Abram | wh 





and Sarai? How did Sarai happen to have ° the 
an Egyptian maid? Egypt is a type of the | led 
world. Notice here an illustration of God’s | eo1 
principle in Gal. 6:7. (3) What does the ‘ wh 
name the LORD chose for Hagar’s son | of 
indicate as to His dealings even with those | to 
who are not His children? Go 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15 SA 
Genesis 17 (1) What is the significance | Gr 
of God’s revelation here to Abram after his 
behaviour in ch. 16? What conviction must ; I | 

















iy to | master my mind and will to enable me to 
come | walk perfectly before God? Cp. John 15:5 
hris- ) and Phil. 4:13. (2) It is most important 
6:1. | to understand the meaning of circumcision. 
met | It symbolized a willingness to forego all 
Nhat } confidence in the flesh. Of what did the 
here { LORD make it a token? (3) If we (Gal. 
and | 3:29) by faith in Christ are Abraham’s 
with | seed and heirs of the promise, what is the 
; and | spiritual counterpart of circumcision? Pray 
8. for a practical realization of Col. 2:11, that 
, | for you as for Abraham the LORD’s cove- 
RD’s | nant may be confirmed and so the LORD’s 
t of | power manifested in your life. 
hos- THURSDAY, JANUARY 16 
vorld | Genesis 18 (1) Of what should Abraham’s 
on of } solicitous activity be an example to us? 
seed | The writer to the Hebrews probably had 
sarth | this occasion in mind when he gave the 
aven. } injunction of 13:2. (2) All men may see 
lants { the acts of the LORD but to some only 
» the | does He reveal His ways (Ps. 103:7). What 
s the } did God see in Abraham that made him 
d his | fit to be entrusted with a knowledge of 
rom- } divine purposes? (3) What is the respon- 
only | sibility that follows such divine enlighten- 
rv. 9- | ment? Cp. I Sam. 12:23. 
Lysti- | FRIDAY, JANUARY 17 
aport | Genesis 19 (1) Although Lot himself did 
hecy } not partake of the sins of Sodom (see II Pet. 
f the | 2:7. 8), what was the effect of such an 
ed it on upon his married daughters, 
upon his wife, and upon his unmarried 
daughters? What would God teach me 
nan’s| through this example? (2) Search this 
»f the | chapter for the reason why the LORD was 
How ' so merciful to Lot. But note his reluctance 
yught | to leave Sodom and his desire to live in 
ptism | a city still. Why did the Lord Jesus bid 
eous- , His disciples remember Lot’s wife? What 
de of | other solemn words did He use about those 
bram | who look back? (3) From this glimpse into 
have the iniquity of Sodom and from the know- 


God’s | eous persons in the entire city (18:32), 
s the ' what is my attitude towards the judgment 
; son | of the LORD? Can I even now say amen 
those | to the words of Rev. 16:7 concerning all 
God’s dealings with men? 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 18 

GeENEsIs.20 (1) From whom did Abraham 
and Sarah receive merited censure? Can 
I see here any parallel to situations in 


f the | ledge that there were less than ten right- 
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my own life? Have I ever let down my 
Christian standards when among unbeliev- 
ers? (2) Adultery is sometimes called a sin 
against society. But how is it estimated in 
God’s sight? Cp. Ps. 51:4. (3) The money 
in v. 16 seems to have been given to pur- 
chase Sarah a veil. The literal reading is, 
“Behold, it is for thee a covering of the 
eyes.” Cp, 24:65. The true wife was veiled 
as a sign she belonged exclusively to her 
husband. Do I expose myself to the world 
as if free to respond to it, or am I wholly 
at the disposal of my Lord? 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 19 

Genesis 21 (1) How many years passed 
after God gave Abraham the promise con- 
cerning his seed before the true heir was 
born? What does God teach His own 
through long waiting? (Heb. 10:36) Am I 
cultivating the habit of looking upon time 
from heaven’s viewpoint? (2) The spiritual 
significance of Isaac in contrast to Ishmael 
is clearly stated in Gal. 4:22-31. Ishmael 
speaks of Abraham’s seed according to the 
flesh, Isaac of Abraham’s spiritual seed. So 
too in the believer there is the fleshly 
nature and the spiritual nature (Gal. 5:17). 
The way to deal with the former is given 
in Rom. 8:13 which is the spiritual coun- 
terpart of Gen. 21:10. (3) When Abraham 
obeyed God, though reluctantly, in turning 


AFTER THE QUESTIONS 
ARE ANSWERED 

After you have finished answering each 
day’s specific questions, review by answer- 
ing these important queries: 

1. Is there any example for me to seek to 
follow by God’s help? 

2. Is there a command to be obeyed? 

3. Is there a sin for me to avoid or to 
forsake? 

4. Is there a promise for me to claim; if 
so, what are its conditions? 

5. What does this passage teach me (by 
illustration or statement) about Jesus 
Christ, God, myself, His will for my life? 

6. Is. there something in this passage 
which should be my prayer for today? 

These daily readings follow the Scripture 
Union assignments. A card giving the read- 
ings for the year can be obtained for 10c 
from HIS. 





out the bondwoman and her son, how did 
the testimony of Abimelech change con- 
cerning him? (4) Memorize 18:19. 
MONDAY, JANUARY 20 

Genesis 22 (1) What was the peculiar 
temptation involved in the call to sacrifice 
Isaac? Think over the previous chapters, 
especially 21:12. And what was the pecu- 
liar faith Abraham exhibited by his obedi- 
ence? See Heb. 11:17-19. (2) Meditate 
prayerfully on this type of another Father 
who spared not His only Son, but deliv- 
ered Him up for us all. In what way does 
this story deepen my understanding of that 
sacrifice? What is the typical significance 
of the phrase, “they went both of them 
together”? See II Cor. 5:19. 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 21 

GenEsts 23 (1) What is noteworthy in 
Abraham’s conduct towards the sons of 
Heth? Are my business dealings with un- 
believers characterized by this spirit? Cp. 
Rom. 12:17. (2) Ephron may have been 
amazed at Abraham’s punctilious care 
(vv. 17-20) in the purchase of a burying- 
place. But what anticipation, unknown to 
them, motivated the patriarch? And what 


was the particular significance to him of 
the possession of this portion of land? (3) 
See Eph. 1:11, 13-14. What is the inheri- 
tance God has promised us and what is our 
present guarantee or “earnest” of that in- 
heritance? 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22 

Genesis 24, (1) It has been suggested that 
in the mission of Abraham’s servant we 
have a picture of the present ministry of 
the Holy Spirit seeking out a bride for 
Christ. Compare vv. 35, 36 with John 16: 
13-15. (2) Think through this chapter in 
terms of God’s leading as summarized in 
vv. 27, 48. Will God lead me too? See Prov. 
3:6. (3) Note how thanksgiving and wor- 
ship (vv. 26, 48, 52) follow the conscious- 
ness of God’s guidance and answered 
prayer. Is this sequence to be found in my 
life? 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 23 

Genesis 25 (1) Why do you think the 
LORD allowed Isaac and Rebekah to wait 
20 years for offspring? (2) God’s pro- 
nouncement to Rebekah before her children 
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were born is quoted in Rom. 9g:10-13 as 
evidence of God’s sovereign manner of 
choosing His own, quite apart from any 
works on their part. (3) The birthright 
for the son of Isaac, the heir of Abraham, 
carried with it all God’s wonderful prom- 
ises. What was of more value than this 
in Esau’s eyes? Pray that the Lord may 
enable you to keep a true sense of values 
even when under great stress. (4) What 
was the line of cleavage between Cain and 
Abel, Ishmael and Isaac, Esau and Jacob? 
How far can this line be extended? 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 24 

Genesis 26 (1) Whose example may have 
led Isaac to deceive the king of the Philis- 
tines? Those young in the faith may find 
it easier to imitate my failures than my 
victories. (2) ‘‘Wells” speaks of refresh- 
ment. What corresponds spiritually to they 
wells of Isaac? Cp. John 4:14. It was onl 
when Isaac withdrew from the Philistines’ 
territory that he could dig a well unhin- 
dered. Am I living in the place where I 
can draw water with joy from the wells 
of salvation? (Isa. 12:3). (3) When a 
Christian is in the full enjoyment of fellow 
ship with his Lord, what is the world forced 
to admit? (vv. 28, 29) Can those in myj 
dormitory say this of me? 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 25 f 
GeENEsIs 27:1-40 (1) Because it was God's} 
purpose for Jacob to inherit the blessing off] 
Abraham (cp. v. 29 with 25:23 and 12:3),§ 
he was blessed in spite of his deceit. Butl| 
because of the unrighteous way he sought® 
to compass the promise, he reaped the} 
undying enmity of his brother, perpetuated 
throughout Israel’s history in the opposition! 
of the Amalekites (Gen. 36:12). (2) How) 
was Isaac brought to realize that “the gift 
and calling of God” are not to be repented) 
of? (Rom. 11:29). (3) Read Heb. 12:15-17, 
in connection with Esau’s regret. His dis} 
regard for the birthright is used as a warn) 
ing “lest any man fail of the grace of God.’ 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 26 

GENESIS 27:41-28 (1) Rebekah too had to 
reap the consequences of her deceit. Sh 
had to send her favorite son away from 
home. He did not return for 20 years an 
as far as we know she never saw him again, 
(2) The blessing of Jacob is confirmed by} 
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out the bondwoman and her son, how did 
the testimony of Abimelech change con- 
cerning him? (4) Memorize 18:19. 
MONDAY, JANUARY 20 

Genesis 22 (1) What was the peculiar 
temptation involved in the call to sacrifice 
Isaac? Think over the previous chapters, 
especially 21:12. And what was the pecu- 
liar faith Abraham exhibited by his obedi- 
ence? See Heb. 11:17-19. (2) Meditate 
prayertuily on thus type of an ther Pathe: 
who spared not His only Son, but deliv- 
ered Him up for us all. In what way does 
this story deepen my understanding of that 
sacrifice? What is the typical significance 
of the phrase, “they went both of them 
together”? See TT Cor. 4:10 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 21 

Gunners 25 (1) What is noteworthy in 
Abraham's conduct towards the sons of 
Heth? Are my business dealings with un 
believers characterized by this spirit? Cp 
Rem. tartz. (2) Ephron may have been 
amazed at Abraham's punctilious care 
(vv. 17-20) in the purchase of a burying 
place. But what anticipation, unknown to 
them, motivated the patriarch? And what 
was the particular significance to him of 
the possession of this portion of land? (3) 
See Eph. 1:11, 13-14. What is the inheri- 
tance God has promised us and what is our 
present guarantee or “earnest” of that in- 
heritance? 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22 

Genests 24 (1) It has been suggested that 
in the mission of Abraham’s servant we 
have a picture of the present ministry of 
the Holy Spirit seeking out a bride for 
Christ. Compare vv. 35, 36 with John 16: 
13-15. (2) Think through this chapter in 
terms of God’s leading as summarized in 
vv. 27, 48. Will God lead me too? See Prov. 
3:6. (3) Note how thanksgiving and wor- 
ship (vv. 26, 48, 52) follow the conscious- 
ness of God’s guidance and answered 
prayer. Is this sequence to be found in my 
life? 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 23 

Genesis 25 (1) Why do you think the 
LORD allowed Isaac and Rebekah to wait 
20 years for offspring? (2) God’s pro- 
nouncement to Rebekah before her children 
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were born is quoted in Rom. 9:10-13 as 
evidence of God’s sovereign manner of 
choosing His own, quite apart from any { circ 
works on their part. (3) The birthright | still 
for the son of Isaac, the heir of Abraham, | furt 
carried with it all God’s wonderful prom- \ ren 
ises. What was of more value than this { tea 
in Esau’s eyes? Pray that the Lord may | past 
enable you to keep a true sense of values | nee: 
even when under great stress. (4) What j food 
was the line of Cleavage between Cain and | qua 
Abel, Ishmeel and Isaac, Esau and Jacob? tis 1 
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How far can this line be extended? on | 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 24 bres 
Genusts 26 (1) Whose example may have | ori, 
led Isaac to deceive the king of the Philis mol 





tines? Those young in the faith may find 
it easier to imitate my failures than my 
“Wells” speaks of refresh 
ment. What corresponds spiritually to the 
wells of Isaac? Cp. John 4:14. It was only | ,,,, 
when Isaac withdrew from the Philistines’ | ), 
territory that he could dig a well unhin. 
dered, Am I living in the place where | 
can draw water with joy from the wells | \,), 
of salvation? (Tea. 12:3). (3) When a 
Christian is in the full enjoyment of fellow- 
ship with his Lord, what is the world forced 
to admit? (vv. 28, 29) Can those in my 
dormitory say this of me? 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 25 

Genesis 27:1-40 (1) Because it was God's 
purpose for Jacob to inherit the blessing of 
Abraham (cp. v. 29 with 25:23 and 12:3), ? 
he was blessed in spite of his deceit. But | 
because of the unrighteous way he sought 
to compass the promise, he reaped the i 
undying enmity of his brother, perpetuated aa 
throughout Israel's history in the opposition § ““*’ 
of the Amalekites (Gen. 36:12). (2) How ; met 
was Isaac brought to realize that “the gifts | . ’ 
and calling of God” are not to be repented i 
of? (Rom. 11:29). (3) Read Heb. 12:15-17 5 the 
in connection with Esau’s regret. His dis- ” 
regard for the birthright is used as a warn- God 
ing “lest any man fail of the grace of God.” _ 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 26 WEI 
Genesis 27:41-28 (1) Rebekah too had to} GE 
reap the consequences of her deceit. She fere 
had to send her favorite son away from | dur 
home. He did not return for 20 years and | W9 
as far as we know she never saw him again. | 40 
(2) The blessing of Jacob is confirmed by cha 
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} as a as if to remove all doubt that its first 
of | pronouncement was invalid because of its 
any j circumstances. If any trace of doubt had 
ight | still remained, how would that have been 
am, | further dispelled in the light of the occur- 
om- \rences of this chapter? Where should this 
this {teach me to look when tempted to doubt 
may | past spiritual experiences? (3) Did Jacob 
lues | need to make a bargain with God about 
That | food and clothing, after His wonderful un- 
and | qualified promise of all the land of Canaan 
cob? }is my allegiance to the Lord conditioned 
on certain stipulated blessings? Or does it 
breathe the spirit of Rom, 8:45? (4) Mem 
ave a a8:15 
lis: | MONDAY, JANUARY 27 
find Genesis 29 (1) What is conspicuous by its 
MAY | absence from the record of Jacob's behavior 
esh when he meets his relatives and asks for 
the | « wife? Contrast chap. a4. In the matter of 
only | marriage, should a child of God consult 
ines’ his own affections only? When this is the 
hin: |, we, what kind of a home is established? 
re I What is the marked change at vo at? 
vells What can be learned about Leah from the 
m 48) inner expressions of her heart? 
low- 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 28 
reed i nests 30 (1) What is your estimate of 
= Jacob's character? Do you wonder how God 
could choose him as a subject of blessing? 
sods What is thrown into greater prominence by 
g of the despicable behavior of Jacob? See Rom 
1:3), 75:20. Does God choose anyone on the basis 


B fof merit? (2) Mandrakes were a fruit be 
ught | lieved by the ancients to insure con¢ eption 
t + How readily human beings pin their confi 
ated dences upon earthly means to secure a 
‘tion desired end. Rachel tried two different 
Sad ;methods. Cp. v. 3 with 16:2. In the end 
to what did she attribute the removal of 
her barrenness? Cp. Ps. 113:9. (3) How is 
;the faithfulness of God displayed here in 
spite of human scheming and acting? Does 
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God cease to bless me at all because I fre- 

rarn- ; : : 

sod.” quently fail to depend on Him entirely? 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 29 

1d to | GENEsIs 31 (1) What is the significant in- 
She | ference concerning Jacob’s relation to God 

from | during the years at Padan-aram from the 

and | Words “I am the God of Bethel where thou 

gain. |anointedst the pillar”? (2) What family 

d by {characteristic seen in Rebekah and in Jacob 


is now apparent in Laban and Rachel also? 
It comes out again in Jacob’s sons (chaps. 
34. and 37). Is there any hope of overcom- 
ing an hereditary tendency to certain sins? 
Read the last phrase of Phil. 3:21. Do I 
believe this? (3) What was the significance 
of the heap of stones and the stone pillar 
at Mizpah? Contrast the beginning of this 
chapter with its close. How was this change 
accomplished? How can I keep the com- 
mand of Kom, 12:18? 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 30 

Genesis 32 (1) When confronted with a 
difficult situation what was Jacob's first re 
8). his se 


his third (ww. o4-an)? 


sort (vv. 7 ond (vv. o- 12), and 
ontrast the behavior 
of Jehoshaphat in I! Chron. eo:ta. De I 


ask God to bless my plans or to reveal His? 


3 Study Jacob prayer In what two 
ways might we do well to follow hi exam 
ple? (Note carefully hi attatvncte areel thee 
emphasis mY ,and t rh theeees eanetat 


Think the 


ling with Jacob. He continued to 


wigh the ene of Crod wreet 
resest Croc 
nus of his own 


until he wa made conse 


impotence. Then he clung to him on earnest 
awareness of his need for spiritual blessing 


This was such a turning point in Jacob's 
history that he was given a new name, Do 
I like Jacob 


poses or like “Israel” strive with Him for 
their fulfillment? 


strive against God's pur 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 31 
GENESIS 33 1) Was Esau 
Jacob because of the present? Did Jacob 
much faith in this matter? What 
is the significance of “my brother” in v. 9? 
Contrast this with Jacob’s ingratiating “thy 
servant.” (2) Vv. 17-20 probably account 
for quite a few years of Jacob’s life as some 
of the children of v. 5 are seen in ch. 34 
as grown men. If Jacob had really grasped 
God’s intimation in 31:13 would he have 
settled first at Succoth and then at Shalem? 
(3) The name El-elohe-Israel means God, 
the God of Israel. Fine as it was to erect 
such an altar, yet Jacob thought of God 
in terms only of himself. In 35:7 his view 
was enlarged to think of God as the God of 
His house, “the household of faith.” Is 
my conception of God obscured by environ- 
mental situations of my own making? 


reconciled to 


show 
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Since weekly meetings are impractical 
for University of Wisconsin Christians. 
D.P.M.’s and Bible study groups have 
mushroomed into being in many places on 
the campus and in the dorms. In this way. 
interest and opportunities alike 
increased, 


have 


Three students at Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute—a Navy veteran, a Navigator, and 
a returned student—are conducting a 
D.P.M. to the end that a chapter may be 
established there soon. 

On the practical side comes word that 
Christians at Washington University of 
St. Louis have found a way to be helpful, 
to practice another language, and to give 
a Christian testimony all at the same time. 
Letters of personal testimony are included 
in packages of food and clothing being sent 
to Europe. Correspondence is being carried 
on with war orphans in their native tongue, 
and already intersting replies have been 
reported. 

IVCF at University of Illinois has found 
a way of giving a widespread witness by 
publishing a verse of Scripture along with 
the announcement of meetings in the stu- 
dent newspaper, the Daily Illini. 

The Christian Medical Society, an Inter- 
Varsity affiliate, and the Christian Nurses 
Fellowship are now sharing office space 
with IVCF at 64, E. Lake Street in Chicago. 
Jim Krafft, formerly president of the IVCF 
chapter at the University of Texas, is pres- 
ident o1 this graduate student fellowship. 

Christy Wilson, IVCF missionary secre- 
tary, reports a marked up-swing in mis- 
sionary interest. Since last spring, 350 
students have filled out cards indicating 
that they feel God calling them into His 
foreign service. 

Great cause for rejoicing are the accounts 
of numbers of student conversions this fall 
on many campuses. Herb Butt, Associate 


General Secretary on the West Coast, in} 
an interesting tabulation of conversions 
according to schools, indicates that six came 
into a realization of God’s gift of salvation 
at one meeting alone! Says Herb, “We 
give God all the glory for the winning 
of these souls. It is His wondrous working 
by His Spirit through the Word!” 


The Central Washington College of Edu- 
cation chapter believes in doing the un-} 
usual. Recently, it sponsored a_ special 
dinner to which the local ministers and 
their wives were invited. The program of} 
songs, testimonies from students, messages 
from an IVCF officer and a staff member, | 


followed by an expository address, was} 


admittedly an eye-opener for the visitors. 


Official permission for students to meet 
as IVCF chapters has just been granted to 
groups at Kings College, Dalhousie Uni- 
versity (Halifax, Nova Scotia), and Regina 
College (Regina, Saskatchewan). 


Penn State holds a monthly service at 
the “State Pen,” when a group visits Rock-} 
view State Penitentiary regularly to’ con-’ 
duct a meeting. Two inmates have recently 
confessed Christ as a result. 


HIS welcomes the new Oberlin College | 
chapter, of which John Wells is president. 

Good attendance and interest at the two 
noon D.P.M.’s and the weekly Bible studies 
is credited for the success of fall activities 
of the University of Nebraska. Two ban- 
quets, featuring an IVCF staff member, a 
French physician, and a traveling secretary | 
of the Student Volunteer Movement as 
speakers, high-lighted the social activities. 


Both the University of Washington and 
the Oregon College of Education sponsored? 
retreats over recent week ends. At the 
latter conference, one student accepted) 
Christ, followed by three more conversions} 
on campus during that week. 
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